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Preface 


DURING  my  childhood  in  Prince  Edward  County,  Virginia,  I  heard  of  Buff  aloe1  and  of  numerous 
Morton,  Venable  and  Watkins  relatives;  and,  from  time  to  time,  I  have  tried  to  find  out 
about  these  families  by  reading  genealogical  books,  pamphlets,  and  magazines  and  by  searching 
civil  and  church  records.  In  order  to  organize  the  data  on  the  lines  of  ancestors  thus  obtained,  charts 
were  prepared  showing  the  known  forebears,  to  the  fifth  generation,  of  my  Morton  great-grand¬ 
parents  of  Buffaloe.  After  these  charts  were  completed,"  it  seemed  desirable  to  write  up  the 
various  lines  in  a  compact  pamphlet  for  ready  reference  by  myself  and  other  members  of  the 
family.  Cross  references  have  generally  been  omitted  because  it  is  believed  that  the  charts  and 
table  of  contents  will  better  serve  the  same  purpose. 

We  can  trace  four  generations  back  of  the  founders  of  Buffaloe  and,  in  some  instances,  the  lines 
can  be  carried  further  back.  If  we  brought  these  data  down  to  the  present  time,  we  would  have  nine 
generations.  Herodotus  tells  us  (History,  Book  II)  that  when  Hecataeus  in  giving  his  genealogy, 
mentioned  a  god  as  his  sixteenth  ancestor,  the  Egyptian  priests  refused  to  allow  that  any  man  was 
ever  born  of  a  god.  They  had  an  unbroken  line  of  345  generations,  which  did  not  run  up  either  to 
a  god  or  a  hero.  In  the  following  pages,  we  find  several  useful  and  respected  citizens  of  their  times, 
the  memory  of  some  of  whom  has  survived,  and,  while  we  find  no  gods  or  heros,  we  find  no  criminals 
or  family  skeletons. 

With  a  few  exceptions,  references  to  collateral  relatives  of  the  ancestors  of  Jacob  Woodson 
and  Mary  Jane  (Venable)  Morton  have  been  omitted  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  fill  in  the 
historical  or  economic  background.  Dates  and  facts  have  been  carefully  checked,  and  frequent 
citations  of  the  sources  relied  upon  are  given. 

Most  of  the  information  in  this  pamphlet  may  be  found  in  previous  publications  and  indebted¬ 
ness  to  the  authors  of  the  works  cited  is  gratefully  acknowledged.  Great  assistance  has  been 
obtained  from  Poplar  Hill,  by  the  late  Woodson  M.  Boyle,  and  the  article  on  the  Reverend  John 
Thomson  by  Dr.  John  G.  Herndon.  In  addition  special  mention  is  made  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Eggleston 
of  Hampden-Sydney,  Va.,  who  has  for  many  years  studied  original  sources  and  published  definitive 
articles,  throwing  light  upon  the  lines  mentioned,  and  he  has  been  most  helpful  in  furnishing  addi¬ 
tional  advice  and  assistance  to  the  author.  Members  of  the  family  have  been  very  cooperative  in 
supplying  information  which  otherwise  would  not  have  been  available.  Also  thanks  are  due  to  Mrs. 
Margaret  H.  Morton  of  Farmville,  Va.,  who  has  furnished  valuable  data  from  Prince  Edward 
County  and  Briery  Church  records  and  from  the  notes  of  her  late  husband,  William  S.  Morton. 

Egbert  H.  Womack 

Bronxville,  New  York 
December  10,  1951. 


1  Old  spelling  used  herein  to  distinguish  references  to  the  old  Morton  home. 

2  Some  names  and  dates  are  missing. 
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CHAPTER  I 


Buffaloe 


The  Buffalo  River  rises  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Prince  Edward  County,  Virginia,  and  flows 
in  a  northeasterly  direction  across  the  county  to  the  Cumberland  County  line  at  Farmville,  where 
it  merges  with  the  Appomattox  River.  About  a  mile  upstream  from  the  Appomattox,  a  small  tribu¬ 
tary,  called  "Little  Buffalo”,  joins  the  Buffalo  River.  Between  1735  and  1745,  Richard  Ran¬ 
dolph  patented  large  tracts  of  land  in  this  general  area,  including  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Appomat¬ 
tox  near  its  confluence  with  Buffalo.  Here,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Appomattox,  Richard  Randolph 
established  his  home,  called  "Bizarre”.  A  relative  of  Joseph  Morton  of  Little  Roanoke  Bridge 
acquired  land  on  Little  Buffalo  about  the  same  time.  In  a  patent  issued  to  John  Watson  in  1748, 
the  land  is  described  as  "on  lower  side  of  Little  Buffalo  River,  Amelia”  (now  Prince  Edward 
County)  "adjoining  Randolph  and  Morton”.  In  1759,  John  Watson  deeded  land  on  Great  Buffalo 
to  John  Morton  (Prince  Edward  Deed  Book  1,  p.  168),  and  Richard  Morton’s  name  appears  as  a 
witness  on  a  deed,  dated  1761,  transferring  a  tract  of  land  on  Little  Buffalo. 

The  homes  of  "Maj.  Morton”  and  of  "Morton”  are  shown  in  this  vicinity  on  a  map  of  Prince 
Edward  County  made  in  1820  by  John  Wood,  and  generally  known  as  "Wood’s  Map”.  "Maj. 
Morton”  was  probably  Major  James  Morton  (son  of  John  Morton,  veteran  of  the  French  and 
Indian  War  and  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  first  cousin  of  Joseph  Morton  of  Little  Roanoke 
Bridge),  who  was  greeted  by  Lafayette  in  Richmond  in  1824  as  "Old  Solid  Column”,  a  sobriquet, 
which  was  acquired  during  the  New  Jersey  campaign  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Mary  Jane  Venable  was  born  in  Charlotte  County,  Va.,  January  31,  1810,  and  was  taken  by 
her  parents,  when  she  was  less  than  a  year  old,  to  Shelby  County,  Kentucky,  where  she  probably 
spent  her  childhood.  In  1828,  she  went  to  visit  her  older  sister,1  Elizabeth,  who  had  married 
William  Quin  Morton  (a  descendant  of  Thomas  Morton,  an  uncle  of  Joseph  Morton  of  Little 
Roanoke  Bridge)  and  was  living  near  Farmville  at  "Scott-Greene”,  which  has  been  called  "the 
quaintest  old  home  in  the  county”.  Scott-Greene  may  have  been  built  by  Quin  Morton,  father 
of  William  Quin  Morton,  and  was  probably  named  for  General  Nathanael  Greene  and  Brig. -Gen. 
Charles  Scott,  later  Governor  of  Kentucky,  who  is  said  to  have  been  the  last  to  leave  the  field  at 
Monmouth  Courthouse. 

It  was  doubtless  at  Scott-Greene  that  Jacob  Woodson  Morton  pressed  his  suit  for  Mary 
Jane’s  hand  and  they  may  have  been  married  there  on  March  20,  1830.  He  was  then  a  handsome 
young  man  of  28,  and  she  was  a  small  slim  red  headed  girl  of  20.  Her  father  is  said  to  have 
disapproved  strongly  of  her  marrying  the  son  of  his  double  first  cousin,  Joseph  Morton  II.  In  later 

1  There  is  a  family  tradition  that,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  Mary  Jane  was  sent  to  Virginia  to  separate  her  from  a  suitor 
in  Kentucky  named  Marshall,  who  did  not  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  family. 
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years,  Mary  Jane  told  her  grandchildren  about  their  honeymoon,  spent  mostly  on  a  trip  to  Kentucky 
on  horseback  to  see  her  parents.2  She  recalled  going  along  the  New  River,  a  beautiful  stream 
in  the  mountains.  Jacob  W.  Morton  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Farmville  and 
the  couple  lived  there  the  first  twelve  years  of  their  married  life.  Their  first  four,  and  perhaps 
five,  children  were  born  in  Farmville.  In  1842,  they  moved  to  the  home,  which  they  had  built 
near  Little  Buffalo  and  called  "Buffaloe”. 


The  following  letter  written  to  her  husband  by  Mary  Jane  after  she  had  been  married  nine 
years,  gives  us  a  glimpse  of  their  married  life.  Jacob  Woodson  seems  to  have  been  enjoying  a  vaca¬ 
tion  at  White  Sulphur  Springs,  while  Mary  Jane  remained  at  home  with  their  three  children, 
Nanny,  age  seven,  Martha,  almost  five,  and  Nat,  already  showing  his  sweet  character  at  the  age 


of  five  months. 


Farmville,  July  24,  1839. 

"My  dear  husband: 

Not  a  word  from  you  as  yet  since  you  left  home,  but  I  suppose  and  hope  you  are  safe 
at  the  White  Sulphur  enjoying  the  water  and  mountain  air.  I  feel  glad  that  you  got  off  when 
you  did,  the  weather  is  very  warm  and  very  dull  times  in  business.  We  have  all  been  very 
well  since  you  left  home.  Considering  the  very  warm  weather  I  have  felt  remarkably  well. 
I  went  out  to —  (letter  torn)  Mrs.  Wood’s  the  day  that  you  left  home.  I  never  hated  to 
come  home  so  much,  I  felt  so  lonesome.  James  McNutt  sold  his  mulberrys  yesterday  for 
fifty-two  cents  a  tree,  so  he  beat  you  considerably.  I  think  however  you  did  very  well  and 
might  afford  to  give  me  the  balance.  I  expect  you  think  I  am  a  great  beggar.  Martha  is 
here  teasing  me  as  usual,  you  see  she  wrote  her  name  for  you.  Nat  is  as  sweet  as  he  can  be. 
These  children,  how  could  I  get  along  without  them,  they  tease  and  fret  me,  and  are  so  sweet 
that  I  hardly  ever  feel  lonesome.  Martha  says  tell  pa  she  and  Nanny  have  been  good  girls. 
I  expect  to  hear  from  you  today.  I  hope  this  trip  will  do  you  much  good.  May  the  (Lord) 
bless  you. 

Your  affectionate  wife, 


M.  J.  Morton 


"I  forgot  to  tell  you  Mr.  Stanton  preached  for  us  last  Sunday,  one  of  his  best  sermons  from 
a  portion  of  the  4th  chapter  of  Luke.  It  was  one  of  those  sermons  that  you  like  so  well.  No 
letter  from  you  today.  I  feel  disappointed.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  sent  me  a  basket  of  the  finest 
fruit  today.  u  , 


The  references  to  Mr.  Stanton  and  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  are  probably  to  Rev.  B.  F.  Stanton  and 
Rev.  John  Kirkpatrick,  who  seem  to  have  preached  frequently  at  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Farm¬ 
ville  during  the  1830s.  Dr.  E.  H.  Harding,  who  was  pastor  of  the  Farmville  Presbyterian  church 
from  1890  to  1903,  wrote  that  "Mrs.  Morton  was  one  of  the  27  persons  who  petitioned  West 
Hanover  Presbytery,  October  8,  1844,  to  be  set  off  from  Hanover  church  (now  College  church, 
Hampden-Sydney) ,  as  the  Farmville  church;  and  was  one  of  34  who  on  certificate  from  Hanover 

2  In  notes  left  by  Woodson  Boyle,  author  of  Poplar  Hill,  it  is  stated  that  at  eighteen  Mary  Jane  came  from  Kentucky  to 
Virginia  on  horseback,  and  that  the  next  time  she  returned  to  Kentucky,  it  was  in  a  Pullman  car,  when,  some  fifty  years  later, 
she  took  her  grand-daughter  Mary  Littlepage  Holladay  with  her  and  made  a  trip  to  visit  her  son  Douglas.  However,  it  is 
believed  that  the  above  statement  is  correct. 
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church  formed  the  church  of  Farmville,  December  21,  1844.”  Jacob  W.  Morton  was  one  of  the 
Trustees  named  in  a  deed,  dated  January  8,  1845  (Prince  Edward  Deed  Book  24,  page  439), 
which  was  given  to  clear  the  title  to  land  on  which  the  church  was  built  in  1827-28,  the  same 
having  been  conveyed  to  the  grantors  by  the  Trustee  of  St.  George  Randolph.  It  is  interest¬ 
ing  to  note  that  there  was,  originally,  a  dividing  rail  down  the  center  of  the  church,  the  men 
sitting  on  one  side,  and  the  women  on  the  other.  In  1857  instrumental  music  was  introduced 
by  the  installation  of  a  "melodion”  and  the  "middle  wall  of  partition”  removed.  Improvements 
were  made  in  1847,  and  in  1859,  under  plans  drawn  by  Dr.  Robert  L.  Dabney,  the  church  building 
was  extensively  remodeled.  Dr.  Dabney  was  also  the  architect  of  the  present  Briery  church  and 
the  College  church  at  Hampden-Sydney.  Thus,  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  designing  three  of  the 
most  interesting  churches  in  this  part  of  Virginia.3 

The  next  decade  after  the  family  moved  to  Buffaloe  was  probably  given  largely  to  raising 
the  children  and  running  the  plantation.  Mary  Jane  was  kind  to  the  negroes  at  Buffaloe,  who  were 
often  a  great  care.  She  looked  after  their  physical  and  spritual  needs,  teaching  them  about  the 
Bible  and  giving  them  medicine  for  their  ailments,  which  she  weighed  and  mixed  with  mortar 
and  pestle. 

On  August  26,  1852,  Jacob  Woodson  Morton  left  the  house  to  ride  over  his  farm  on  horse¬ 
back.  Some  hours  later  one  of  the  negroes  found  him  lying  on  the  ground  near  his  horse,  dead  or 
in  a  dying  condition  from  a  heart  attack.  He  was  buried  at  "Poplar  Hill”4  and  Mary  Jane  was  left 
a  widow  at  the  age  of  42,  with  eight  children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  20.  She  lived  until 
April  12,  1896,  nearly  44  years,  as  a  widow  at  Buffaloe.  He  named  his  wife  and  his  nephew 
Joseph  T.  Morton  as  executors  of  his  will  (dated  January  12,  1848),  which  contains  the  following 
with  respect  thereto: 

"In  appointing  my  wife,  as  I  do,  to  take  an  equal  and  if  necessary  more  than  an  equal 
share  in  the  management  of  my  estate  so  long  as  she  remains  a  widow,  I  am  not  unmindful 
of  the  difficulties  she  will  meet  with,  but  as  long  as  she  remains  my  widow,  I  have  no  fears 
that  she  will  with  the  advice  of  good  friends  do  as  well  as  anyone  else  for  herself  and  her 
children.” 

The  estate  was  appraised  at  more  than  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars,  including  eighteen  named 
slaves  and  interests  in  three  mercantile  firms  in  Farmville.  (Prince  Edward  Will  Book  9,  pages 
566,  567  and  571.) 

During  the  Civil  War,  Mary  Jane  remained  at  Buffaloe,  with  three  daughters  and  her  youngest 
son,  where  it  was  the  old  story,  repeated  in  thousands  of  homes  in  the  South,  of  privation  and 
toil,  of  anxiety,  hardship  and  ruin,  but  of  unbounded  courage  and  fortitude.  Since  Buffaloe  lay 
in  the  path  of  the  opposing  armies  as  they  moved  to  Appomattox,  very  little  was  left  after  the  war, 
except  the  family  and  dwelling  house,  these  having  been  saved  from  harm  by  Federal  troops  by 
a  guard  furnished  by  the  commanding  general. 

3  See  Presbyterian  Churches  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Eggleston  in  Today  and  Yesterday,  p.  315  at  pp.  340-341. 

4  Poplar  Hill  is  the  old  Woodson  home  near  Farmville,  Va.,  now  owned  by  the  Dunnington  family. 
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The  difficult  conditions  during  the  reconstruction  period  are  illustrated  by  a  statement,  in  a 
letter  written  by  Mary  Jane,  to  the  effect  that  she  would  have  written  sooner  if  she  had  had  the 
paper  and  postage  stamp  with  which  to  do  so.  This  was  not  a  complaint,  but  a  casual  statement 
of  a  circumstance  which  was  trivial  to  her.  In  a  letter,  dated  January  23,  1879,  to  one  of  her 
daughters  she  wrote: 

"The  last  day  of  this  month,  if  I  live  to  see  it,  I  will  be  69  years  old,  and  am  active 
for  my  age.  In  looking  back  I  can  say,  surely  goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  me  all 
my  days.  In  looking  forward,  my  trust  is  in  One  who  has  ever  been  merciful  and  gracious 
to  me.  I  have  had  cares  and  sorrows  and  troubles,  but  the  blessings  I  have  received  are  so 
many  more  that  the  troubles  have  but  little  weight  in  the  balance.” 

This  illustrates  her  simple  belief,  philosophy  and  character,  without  which  she  could  not  have 
reached  her  tranquil  and  sunny  old  age.  She  reached  the  age  of  86  in  health  and  in  the  full 
possession  of  all  her  faculties,  and  died  after  a  few  days’  illness  on  April  12,  1896.  She  was  buried 
at  Poplar  Hill  beside  her  husband  and  father.  Woodson  Boyle,  one  of  her  grandchildren  wrote: 

"To  her  grandchildren  she  was  an  object  of  devotion.  Their  childhood  memories  of 
their  summers  at  Buffaloe  center  around  her,  for  her  quick  intelligence  and  common  sense, 
her  goodness  and  piety  and  tolerance,  and  her  gentleness.  Her  influence  has  followed  them 
through  life.” 

The  following  obituary,  written  by  Dr.  Richard  Mcllwaine,  President  of  Hampden-Sydney 
College,  appeared  in  the  Farmville  paper  shortly  after  Mary  Jane’s  death: 

"Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Morton  died  at  Buffaloe,  near  Farmville,  April  12,  1896,  in  the  87th 
year  of  her  age. 

"This  venerable  woman  was  the  daughter  of  Judge  Joseph  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Watkins 
Venable.  She  was  born  in  Charlotte  County,  Va.,  but  reared  in  Kentucky,  to  which  state  her 
father  removed  in  her  infancy.  In  her  eighteenth  year  she  returned  to  Virginia  on  a  visit  to  a 
married  sister  and  in  the  year  1830  was  married  to  Mr.  Jacob  W.  Morton,  with  whom  she 
lived  happily  until  his  lamented  death  in  1852.  Left  thus  early  a  widow  with  eight  children 
to  care  for,  six  of  whom  survive  her,  she  addressed  herself  to  the  duties  of  her  situation  with 
courage  and  trust  in  God,  and  as  the  result  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  them  all  grow  up  to 
honorable  usefulness.  She  lived  at  Buffaloe  fifty-four  years.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
there  was  no  death  of  any  adult  member  of  her  family  for  forty  years,  and  she  herself  was 
the  first  person,  with  the  exception  of  an  infant  grandchild,  to  die  in  her  house  during  her 
entire  residence,  her  husband  having  died  of  heart  failure  away  from  home. 

"Mrs.  Morton  was  a  lady  of  rare  intelligence,  extensive  reading  and  sincere  piety.  She 
also  possessed  in  a  remarkable  degree  that  good  sense  and  tact  which  enabled  her  to  manage 
her  affairs  with  discretion  and  to  rear  her  children  successfully.  Her  manners  were  gentle 
and  refined  and  her  whole  life  a  poem  of  meekness  and  grace.  Her  judgments  of  men  were 
charitable  and  her  sympathies  broad,  extending  to  the  lowly.  She  was  blessed  with  excep¬ 
tional  physical  vigor  up  to  her  last  illness,  which  was  brief,  and  her  old  age,  full  of  'sweetness 
and  light’,  was  a  ministration  of  comfort  and  helpfulness  not  only  to  her  own  family  but 
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to  many  about  her.  Death  was  no  surprise  to  her.  The  whole  of  life  had  been  spent  in 
preparation  for  the  better  world,  the  transition  to  which  was  easy  and  natural.  One  moment 
here,  amid  toil  and  suffering,  the  next  she  had  awakened  in  Christ’s  likeness,  the  realization  of 
all  her  hopes,  the  beatific  consummation  of  a  gracious  life. 

"It  was  the  privilege  of  the  writer  to  know  this  saintly  woman  from  boyhood,  for 
forty-five  years,  during  eight  of  which  he  was  her  pastor.  Rarely  has  he  seen  in  any  one 
such  Christian  excellence,  such  professedness  in  character  and  conduct,  such  complete 
assimilation  to  the  standard  erected  in  the  life  of  Christ.  Let  us  follow  her  as  she  followed 
Him.” 

Brief  mention  is  made  below  of  the  children  of  Jacob  W.  and  Mary  Jane  Morton.  A  catalogue 
of  their  descendants  will  be  found  in  an  appendix,  to  which  reference  is  made  for  further  details. 

The  oldest  child,  Ann  E.  Morton  ("Aunt  Nanny”),  married  Dr.  Lewis  Littlepage  Holladay, 
A.  B.,  A.M.,  LL.D.,  professor  of  Physical  Science  ( 1855-1891 ) ,  also  curator  and  clerk  of  the  faculty, 
at  Hampden-Sydney  College.  For  many  years  they  lived  in  an  old  ante-bellum  house  near  the 
college  campus  within  visiting  distance  of  Buffaloe  (about  five  miles  away).  She  first  met 
Dr.  Holladay  at  a  party  given  at  the  home  (called  "Home”)  of  her  great  uncle  Henry  E.  Watkins. 
They  had  two  children,  Mary  Littlepage  (m.  Rev.  Richard  V.  Lancaster)  and  Waller  Morton 
Holladay,  M.  D.  (m.  Genevieve  Bacon  Venable).  Aunt  Nanny  survived  her  mother  by  fourteen 
years. 

Martha  Henry  Morton  and  Egbert  Womack  (b.  October  22,  1817)  were  married  May  4, 
1859  by  the  Rev.  Michael  Osborne,  pastor  of  the  Farmville  Presbyterian  Church.  There  followed 
a  reception  at  Buffaloe.  The  invitation  was  as  follows: 

"Mrs.  J.  W.  Morton 
At  Home 

Wednesday ,  May  4,  from  8  P.  M.  to  1  A.  M. 

Egbert  Womack 
Mattie  H.  Morton 

Buffaloe.” 

They  lived  at  "Vineyard”,  a  large  old  house  of  sixteen  rooms,  located  about  two  miles  east  of  Farm¬ 
ville.  It  was  burned  after  the  Civil  War  and  only  a  few  pieces  of  furniture  and  some  Brussels 
carpets  were  saved.  They  had  five  children,  three  boys  and  two  girls.  Egbert  Womack  died  June  9, 
1891  and  Martha,  January  8,  1896,  three  months  and  four  days  before  the  death  of  her  mother. 

Joseph  Venable  Morton  (named  for  Mary  Jane’s  father,  Judge  Joseph  Venable),  died  in 
infancy  and  was  buried  at  Poplar  Hill. 

Nathaniel  Scott  Morton  ("Uncle  Nat”)  served  through  the  Civil  War.  He  was  at  the  Battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  in  Pickett’s  Charge  at  Gettysburg,  and  at  Cold  Harbor,  where  he  was  wounded 
in  the  leg  above  the  knee  with  a  "minnie  ball”  which  was  never  removed.  He  lived  at  Buffaloe 
until  the  place  was  sold,  after  his  mother’s  death.  He  was  a  patient,  quiet,  self-sacrificing  man  of 
simple  tastes  and  kindly  disposition.  He  never  accumulated  any  substantial  amount  of  this  world’s 


goods  and  was  thought  by  many  to  be  a  poor  business  man.  However,  he  managed  Buff  aloe  for 
many  years  and  at  least  one  nephew  considered  him  something  of  a  genius  to  provide  food  for 
the  large  number  of  people  who  were  usually  there.  He  died  in  Richmond  on  February  10,  1920, 
eight  days  before  he  would  have  been  8 1 . 

Mary  Jane  Morton  ("Aunt  Jenny”)  never  married.  She  shared  with  Uncle  Nat  in  the 
management  of  Buffaloe,  where  she  lived  until  her  mother’s  death  in  1896.  After  Buffaloe  was 
sold,  she  lived  with  the  Holladays  and  Lancasters  until  her  death  on  Christmas  Day  in  1921,  in  her 
seventy-ninth  year. 

William  Douglas  Morton  started  studying  medicine  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  but  after  the 
Civil  War  began  he  continued  his  studies  at  the  University  of  Louisville.  After  graduating,  he 
practiced  medicine  in  Shelby  County,  Kentucky.  Later  he  moved  to  Louisville,  where  he  was 
associated  with  the  distinguished  physician,  Dr.  David  Cummins,  until  the  latter’s  death.  In 
Louisville,  Dr.  Morton  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  and  of  the 
College  of  Physicians,  and  an  elder  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  He  married  (Feb.  10,  1874) 
Jane  Lewis  Rogers  Davis,  daughter  of  B.  O.  and  Susan  (Speed)  Davis.  His  health  was  not  good 
and  he  sought  the  milder  climate  of  the  South  in  winter,  still  retaining  his  home  in  Louisville. 
His  strength  gradually  gave  way,  and  he  died  May  26,  1892,  in  his  forty-eighth  year.  It  is  stated 
that  "he  was  a  fine  physician,  unusually  accomplished,  and  took  high  rank  in  his  profession,  both 
as  a  practitioner  and  writer”. 

Agnes  Woodson  Morton  ("Aunt  Aggie”)  married  (May  15,  1872)  Rev.  John  Boyle,  who 
was  graduated  from  Center  College,  Danville,  Kentucky  in  1869  and  from  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  Hampden-Sydney,  Virginia,  in  1872.  They  went  to  Brazil  in  1873,  where  he  served  as  a 
Presbyterian  missionary  until  his  death  in  Bagagem  (now  called  "Estrella  do  Sul”),  Brazil,  in  1892, 
at  the  age  of  47,  his  family  being  at  Buffaloe  at  the  time.  Aunt  Aggie  remained  at  Buffaloe  with 
her  children  until  1897,  when  she  took  a  position  as  matron  in  the  Assembly’s  Home  and  School, 
a  Presbyterian  institution  for  widows  and  orphans  of  ministers  and  missionaries,  in  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.  She  survived  her  husband  by  almost  ten  years,  dying  in  Fredericksburg  March  23,  1902, 
in  her  fifty-sixth  year. 

George  Baxter  Morton  married  (October  1,  1874)  Emma  Woolridge  Brown  of  Memphis, 
Tennessee.  They  later  moved  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  for  many  years  he  published  a  farm 
journal.  After  retiring  from  business,  he  moved  to  Falls  Church,  Virginia,  where  he  died  Novem¬ 
ber  25,  1916,  in  his  sixty-seventh  year. 

Ellin  Joyce  Morton  ("Aunt  Nellie”),  who  never  married,  lived  at  Buffaloe  until  her  mother’s 
death.  Her  principal  interest  was  the  flower  garden  which,  through  her  devoted  attention,  main¬ 
tained  its  ante-bellum  beauty  throughout  the  entire  period.  She  and  Aunt  Aggie  had  unusually 
pretty  wavy  auburn  hair.  After  Buffaloe  was  sold,  she  lived  with  the  Lancasters  and  her  brother 
George  until  her  death  on  March  24,  1916,  in  her  sixty-fifth  year. 
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CHAPTER  II 


THE  REVEREND  JOHN  THOMSON— 

Thomson ,  Baker  and  Elliott  Ancestors 

Francis  Makemie  was  the  first  minister  "on  the  Geneva  model”  to  preach  in  Virginia  and  the 
first  such  minister  that  is  known  to  have  taken  his  residence  in  this  country.1  He  married  Naomi 
Anderson  of  Accomac  County  on  the  Eastern  Shore  and  owned  land  near  Onancock,  Virginia,  but  he 
apparently  found  the  Anglican  Church  too  well  established,  and  the  authorities  too  reluctant  to  give 
full  effect  to  The  Act  of  Toleration  (1  William  and  Mary,  chap.  18,  1689),  to  make  progress 
with  his  teachings  in  Virginia.  The  laws  and  the  civil  authorities  of  Maryland  were  more  lenient. 
Three  of  the  seven  original  members  of  the  first  Presbytery  in  this  country  were  from  Somerset 
County,  Maryland.  These  three,  George  McNish,  Samuel  Davis  (an  ex-justice  of  the  peace  and 
county  coroner),  and  John  Hampton,  together  with  William  Shankland  (a  former  deputy  sur¬ 
veyor,  coroner  and  sheriff)  were  responsible  for  action  taken  at  a  meeting  of  the  Presbytery,  on 
September  20,  1716,  directing  that  the  Reverend  John  Thomson,  a  young  minister,  who  had 
arrived  in  New  York  "with  his  family”  about  a  year  earlier,  be  called  to  preach  at  Lewes,  Delaware.2 

John  Thomson  entered  the  University  of  Glasgow  as  a  "Scotch-Irish”  student  March  1,  1706, 
and  received  his  master  of  arts  degree,  probably  in  1710  or  1711;  and  in  1713,  he  was  ordained 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Ardmagh,  Ireland.  He  accepted  the  call  and  served  as  pastor  at  Lewes,  Delaware 
from  April  1717  until  September  1729.  The  second  church  at  Lewes,  built  of  brick  during  this 
period,  has  his  initials  "J.  T.”  and  the  date  1728,  on  the  eastern  end. 

Thomson  was  an  original  member  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which 
first  met  in  1717,  of  which  he  was  elected  Moderator  on  September  16,  1719  and  again  on 
September  20,  1722,  being  the  first  person  to  be  elected  twice  to  the  highest  office  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  this  country  after  the  organization  of  the  General  Synod.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  whose  recommendation,  in  1717,  of  the  establishment  of  a  "fund  for  pious  uses” 
was  approved  by  the  Synod.  This  fund  has  continued  to  grow  and  from  it  the  Presbyterian 

1  Foote’s  Sketches  of  Virginia,  1st  Series,  p.  40. 

2  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  excellent  article  on  the  Reverend  John  Thomson  in  the  December  1942  and  March  1943 
issues  of  the  Journal  of  the  Department  of  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  S.  A.  by  Dr.  John  G.  Herndon, 
to  which  the  author  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  for  most  of  the  information  herein  regarding  the  Rev.  John  Thomson. 
The  portions  of  this  sketch  appearing  in  the  December  1942  and  the  March  1943  issues  of  that  Journal  are  hereinafter 
cited  as  Herndon  I  and  Herndon  II,  respectively.  With  respect  to  the  above,  see  Herndon  I,  pp.  120-121. 
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Church  has  derived  a  substantial  part  of  the  funds  used  to  support  its  programs  of  Christian 
Education  and  Ministerial  Relief  and  Sustentation.  While  at  Lewes,  Rev.  John  Thomson  pro¬ 
posed  that  all  candidates  for  the  ministry  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  be  required,  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  licensing,  to  subscribe  to  a  statement  accepting  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith. 
This  was  adopted  by  the  New  Castle  Presbytery  in  1724,  and  Dr.  Charles  Hodge  in  his  History 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church ,  p.  128,  states  that  they  wished  for  concurrence  by  the  whole  church, 
but  action  was  deferred  when  the  Synod  met. 

Shortly  after  his  first  wife,3  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  died,  Thomson  completed  a  38- 
page  pamphlet,  entitled  The  Poor  Orphans  Legacy  (with  a  subtitle  "Being  a  short  Collection 
of  godly  Counsels  and  Exhortation  to  a  young  arising  Generation”),  which  was  published  by 
Benjamin  Franklin  in  1734.  One  of  the  reasons  for  its  publication  was  the  hope  that  his  own 
children  might  reap  some  benefit  from  the  contents  and  perhaps,  as  the  title  suggests,  income  from 
sales  of  the  booklet,  especially  if  he  should  die  leaving  them  orphans.  General  Andrew  Baker,4 
one  of  Thomson’s  grandsons,  republished  The  Poor  Orphans’  Legacy ,  in  1792,  but  copies  are  now 
very  rare  and  would  seem  to  be  a  collector’s  item. 

Princeton  University  (known  as  the  College  of  New  Jersey  until  1896)  owes  its  origin  to 
the  proposal,  made  by  Thomson  and  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  in  May 
1739,  to  establish  in  the  Middle  Colonies  a  college  to  rank  with  Harvard  and  Yale  in  New  England, 
and  William  and  Mary  in  Virginia.'1  Thomson,  as  clerk  of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  prepared 
the  call  to  all  Presbyterian  Congregations  to  support  the  project.  The  following  quotation  from 
Webster’s  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  America  shows  that  Gilbert  Tennent,  who  has 
been  mentioned  as  a  founder  of  Princeton,  at  first  opposed  the  project: 

"This  measure,  if  adopted  unanimously,  must  have  been  carried  after  the  withdrawal 
of  the  protesting  brethren;  for  'Gilbert  Tennent  was  hardy  enough  to  tell  us  that  he  would 
oppose  their  design  of  getting  assistance  wherever  we  should  make  application,  and  would 
maintain  young  men  at  his  father’s  school  in  opposition  to  us’.”6 

There  was  dissension  in  the  1740s  between  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia  and  the  brethren  in 
New  York,  who  finally  established  a  separate  Synod.  During  this  period  Thomson  worked  for 
peace  with  the  Presbyterians  in  New  York.  It  is  believed  that  the  final  location  at  Princeton,  about 
half  way  between  the  two  cities,  was  the  result  of  a  compromise,  each  group  wanting  the  College 
located  in  their  jurisdiction. 

3  The  name  of  his  first  wife  is  not  known.  His  second  wife,  and  mother  of  one  child,  was  nee  Mary  McKean. 

4  General  Baker  made  provision,  in  his  will,  for  a  theological  library  that  gave  impetus  to  the  establishment  of  the 
Theological  Seminary,  formerly  at  Hampden-Sydney  but  now  in  Richmond. 

5  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  14  ed.  Vol.  18,  p.  497,  and  Herndon  I,  p.  142. 

6  See  A  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  America  (Phila.  1857)  by  Rev.  Richard  Webster,  p.  255  et  seq.  The 
Log  College  at  Neshaminy,  Pennsylvania  was  founded  by  William  Tennent,  Sr.,  father  of  Gilbert  Tennent.  Foote’s  Sketches 
of  Virginia,  First  Series,  p.  189. 
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About  this  time  Thomson  became  involved  in  a  controversy  with  Gilbert  Tennent,  and  although 
he  may  have  been  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  argument,  Dr.  Hodge7  concluded  that  "were  nothing 
known  of  these  two  men,  but  their  controversial  writings,  the  reader  could  hardly  fail  to  think, 
that  in  humility,  candour,  and  Christian  temper,  Mr.  Thomson  was  greatly  superior  to  his  oppo¬ 
nent.”  In  any  event,  in  1749,  friendship  had  been  restored  between  Thomson  and  Gilbert  Tennent. 

Thomson  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  a  school,  which  later  became  the  University  of 
Delaware.  Credit  is  given  to  him  in  the  charter,  of  1769,  of  Newark  Academy,  predecessor  of 
the  University.  It  is  not  generally  known  that  while  in  Virginia,  he  established  a  school  for  young 
men,  which  was  a  forerunner  of  Hampden-Sydney  College.8 

As  early  as  1737,  Thomson,  an  itinerant  minister  and  pioneer  at  heart,  began  to  tire  of 
his  pastoral  duties  in  Pennsylvania  and  became  interested  in  church  work  "in  the  back  parts 
of  Virginia”.  He  had  many  friends  there,  including  John  Caldwell,  who  led  a  large  settlement  of 
Scotch-Irish  to  Charlotte  (then  Lunenburg)  County,  Virginia,  about  1738.  Although  he  was 
not  fully  relieved  of  his  duties  at  Chestnut  Level,  Pennsylvania,  until  August  1,  1744,  the  record 
shows  that,  in  spite  of  dissension,  due  to  their  pastor’s  frequent  absences,  the  congregation  wished 
him  to  give  up  going  to  Virginia  and  remain  with  them.  There  is  some  question  as  to  whether 
Thomson  began  preaching  in  Virginia  in  1738  or  1739,  but  it  is  clear  that  between  1739  and  1744, 
he  spent  a  great  part  of  his  time  there.  It  would  seem  that  the  Presbyterians  led  by  Makemie,  hav¬ 
ing  failed  to  establish  themselves  in  Virginia  from  the  eastern  shore,  now  began  to  move  in 
from  the  west.  With  these  western  bases  of  operations,  they  were  in  a  position  to  expand  suc¬ 
cessfully  during  the  latter  part  of  the  18th  century.  On  December  19,  1745,  Thomson  purchased 
386  acres  of  land  on  Spring  Creek  in  Prince  Edward  (then  Amelia)  County.  The  Scotch-Irish 
settlement  in  the  western  part  of  the  Prince  Edward  near  the  headwaters  of  Buffalo  River,  is  known 
as  the  "Buffalo  Settlement”.  Here  he  preached  at  the  old  Buffalo  Church  and  labored  in  a  pioneer 
settlement  for  several  years,  which  were  probably  the  happiest  of  his  life. 

Of  the  many  writings  of  John  Thomson  on  religious  matters,  mention  should  be  made  of  his 
Explication  of  The  Shorter  Catechism  and  his  work  on  the  Articles  of  the  Church  of  England.  In 
the  former,  he  analyzes  the  Shorter  Catechism  by  the  Socratic  method.  The  questions  are  most 
exhaustive  and  if  carefully  considered,  would  seem  to  suggest  all  possible  connotations.  The  latter 
is  an  appeal  for  unity  of  faith  between  Episcopalians  and  Presbyterians,  based  on  a  showing  of 
similarity  of  doctrine. 

During  the  years  of  his  ministry  at  Buffalo  Church,  Thomson  continued  his  work  for  the 
Synod  of  Philadelphia.  In  May  1745,  he  made  the  long  trip  north  and  participated  in  the  delib¬ 
erations  and  action  taken  with  respect  to  the  creation  of  the  Synod  of  New  York.  At  the  request 
of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  he  prepared  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia  pointing  out  the 
differences  between  the  New  Lights  and  the  legally  organized  Presbyterians.  In  1747,  he  was 

7  Charles  Hodge:  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  pp.  128-129. 

8  The  Buff  aloe  Settlement  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Eggleston,  in  The  Virginia  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography  (herein  sometimes 
called  the  "Va.  Magazine") ,  Vol.  XLIX,  p.  242;  and  Union  Seminary  Review,  Richmond,  Va.,  p.  159. 
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appointed  by  the  Donegal  Presbytery  as  a  member  of  a  committee  to  act  with  full  powers  in  ecclesi¬ 
astical  matters  in  Virginia. 

As  early  as  1744,  he  was  directed  by  the  General  Synod  to  correspond  with  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  who  were  in  a  "desolate  condition”,  and  he  may  have  visited  them  in  that  year.  It  seems 
that  in  1751,  he  moved  to  North  Carolina  and  preached  in  the  vicinity  northeast  of  Charlotte. 
His  "parish”  contained  about  314  square  miles,  which  he  covered  on  horseback.  He  died  in 
1752  or  1753  and  was  buried  in  Iredell  (then  Rowan)  County,  North  Carolina,  near  the  house 
in  which  his  daughter  Elizabeth  and  his  son-in-law  Samuel  Baker  lived.9 

Among  the  Scotch-Irish,  who  came  to  the  Buffalo  Settlement  in  the  early  1740s,  were  two 
or  three  Baker  brothers,  whose  parents  had  originally  settled  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsylvania. 
Although  the  old  spelling  "Baeker”  has  led  some  to  believe  that  they  were  of  German  descent,  it 
has  been  established  that  they  were  English.  Three  of  Rev.  John  Thomson’s  daughters  married 
Bakers,  Mary  ( ca .  1715-1761)  married  Robert  Baker,  Jr.  (d.  1759)  in  Lancaster  County,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania;  Jane  married  ( ca .  1744)  Douglas  Baker,  Sr.  ( ca .  1720-1765),  son  of  Robert  Baker,  Sr., 
and  Elizabeth  ( ca .  1732-1776)  married  ( ca .  1749)  Samuel  Baker. 

The  exact  date  of  Jane’s  birth  is  not  known,  but  it  is  believed  that  she  was  born  about  1726. 
An  old  deed,  executed  by  Douglas  Baker,  Sr.  and  his  wife  Jane  in  May  1744,  indicates  that  they 
were  then  living  in  the  Buffalo  Settlement.  Douglas  Baker,  Sr.  died  in  1765  and  Jane  married, 
April  10,  1767,  as  his  second  wife,  William  Watson,  who  apparently  lived  on  land  adjoining  that 
of  John  Thomson  in  Virginia  (Amelia  Deed  Book,  2  p.  317).  Jane’s  sister,  Sarah,  married  Rev. 
Richard  Sankey,  an  eminent  man  of  his  times.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Prince  Edward  County  in  1775,  first  signer  of  the  famous  Petition  of  1776  for  religious  liberty, 
a  charter  trustee  of  Hampden-Sydney  College,  and  pastor  of  Buffalo  Church  for  some  40  years. 
General  Andrew  Baker,  mentioned  above,  a  son  of  Jane  and  Douglas  Baker,  Sr.,  lived  at  "Clover 
Hill”,  an  old  house  still  standing  near  Hampden-Sydney,  which  was  later  owned  by  Branch  Worsham, 
clerk  of  Prince  Edward  County  for  52  years,  including  the  Civil  War  period. 

Douglas  Baker,  Jr.  (died  1778) ,  a  son  of  Jane  and  Douglas  Sr.,  married  Mary  Elliott,  daughter 
of  Robert  Elliott  (d.  1786)  and  Mary  Baker.  Information  concerning  Elliott  genealogy  is  not 
readily  available,  but  members  of  that  family  are  known  to  have  been  people  of  substantial  means 
and  owners  of  large  tracts  of  land.  Nancy  Baker,  a  daughter  of  Douglas  Baker,  Jr.  and  Mary  (Elliott) 
Baker,  became  the  third10  wife  of  Joseph  Morton  II  (b.  1760)  on  October  26,  1796.  We  do  not 
know  the  date  of  her  birth,  but  she  is  said  to  have  died  in  1828,  when  her  son,  Jacob  Woodson 
Morton  was  27  years  old.  Thus,  we  see  that  Jacob  Woodson  Morton  was  a  descendant  of  the  Rev. 
John  Thomson,  who  was  probably  his  most  distinguished  known  ancestor,  a  fact  which  seems 
to  be  unknown  to  many  of  his  descendants.  Although  the  name  "Douglas”  has  been  given  to 
descendants  of  Nancy  (Baker)  Morton,  so  far  as  the  writer  knows,  none  of  her  descendants 
has  been  named  "Thomson”  or  "Elliott”. 

0  See  Herndon  II,  pp.  45-46,  which  includes  a  map  showing  the  location  of  John  Thomson’s  grave. 

10  It  is  sometimes  stated  that  she  was  his  second  wife.  See  page  14. 
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CHAPTER  III 


Morton  Ancestors 


The  Buffaloe  Mortons  were  descendants  of  John  Morton,  who  is  shown  by  early  Henrico 
County  records  to  have  married  Mrs.  Joane  Hughes,  a  widow,  in  1682.  It  seems  that  he  was 
the  first  Morton1  of  this  line  to  come  to  Virginia  and  that  he  was  factor  for,  or  in  some  way 
connected  with,  the  Randolphs.  They  had  three  sons,  the  youngest  being  John  Jr.,  born  about 

1686,  who  married  prior  to  1708,  Elizabeth .  John  Jr.  and  his  wife  Elizabeth 

had,  among  other  children,  Joseph  Morton,  who  was  born  in  Henrico  County,  December  27,  1709. 
Joseph  married  ( 1 ) ,  about  1732,  Mary  Goode  (she  died  a  year  or  two  later) ;  and  (2) ,  about  1735, 
Agnes  Woodson2,  younger  sister  of  Richard  Woodson  of  Poplar  Hill.  Joseph  had  one  daughter 
Mary  (m.  William  Price)  by  his  first  wife  and  eight  children  by  his  second  wife. 

It  is  recorded  in  the  Amelia  County  Court  Order  Book,  No.  1,  in  1738,  that,  on  motion  of 
Joseph  Morton,  it  was  ordered  that  a  road  be  cleared  from  George  Walker’s  plantation  to  Buffalo 
River  by  "the  people  above  Bush  River  together  with  Joseph  Morton  their  surveyor”.  On  March 
26,  1739,  Joseph  acquired  a  patent  of  1200  acres  on  Briery  River,  a  few  miles  from  the  present 
location  of  Hampden-Sydney  College  (then  in  Amelia,  but  now  in  Prince  Edward  County).  At 
this  plantation,  he  and  his  wife  Agnes  (then  30  and  28  years  old,  respectively)  lived  about  16 
years,  from  1738  or  1739  to  1754,  and  it  was  here  that  Judith  Morton  (later  to  marry  James 
Venable)  was  born,  December  27,  1739.  Joseph  and  his  family  then  moved  to  a  new  home  at 
Little  Roanoke  Bridge,  which  was  frontier  country,  with  no  near  white  neighbors.  A  historical 
highway  marker  has  been  erected  on  U.  S.  Route  15,  two  miles  north  of  Keysville,  Va.,  as  follows: 

"Colonial  Home 

Seven  miles  west  is  Roanoke  Bridge, 
colonial  homestead  of  Joseph  Morton. 

The  land  was  patented  in  1746  and 
settled  in  1755.  Joseph  Morton,  one 
of  the  leading  pioneers  of  this  section, 
was  a  Justice,  a  surveyor,  and  a 
founder  of  Briery  Presbyterian  Church.” 

1  There  is  a  theory  that  the  Mortons  were  of  Norman  blood  and  the  ancestral  home  in  England  was  in  Nottinghamshire. 
There  is  a  village  named  "Morton”  on  the  River  Trent.  In  the  July  1931  issue  of  the  William  and  Mary  Quarterly  there  is  a 
reference  to  a  Henrico  certificate  in  1710  to  the  effect  that  John  Morton  imported  himself  and  wife  from  England  and  was 
entitled  to  a  land  grant. 

2  See  Chapter  IV,  Woodson  Ancestors. 
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PIONEER  HOME  OF  JOSEPH  MORTON 


This  new  home  fell  into  Charlotte  County,  which  was  organized  in  1765.  Here  Joseph  pursued 
the  occupations  of  farmer  and  surveyor,  and  he  also  became  one  of  the  first  Justices  (an  important 
colonial  office)  of  Charlotte  County,  as  he  had  been  of  Prince  Edward  County  when  it  became 
an  entity  in  1754. 

There  is  an  interesting  account  of  this  family  in  the  Life  of  Dr.  Archibald  Alexander  ( 1854) 
pp.  179-180: 

"The  particulars  which  he  gives  of  the  Morton  family  affords  glimpses  of  a  state  of 
society  now  existing  only  on  the  frontiers.  The  founder  of  this  family,  called  Little  Joe,  to 
distinguish  him  from  another  of  the  same  name,  was  a  bold  and  enterprising  pioneer,  a 
staunch  hunter,  and  employed  by  the  Randolphs  and  others  in  exploring  the  country  not  yet 
inhabited,  in  order  that  they  might  lay  their  warrants  on  the  good  lands  and  have  them  sur¬ 
veyed.  ’I  believe  that  all  the  fine  lands  on  the  Staunton  River  were  first  discovered  by  him.’ 
He  was  skillful  in  catching  wild  horses,  which  abounded  in  the  unsettled  part  of  the  coun- 
try ■  *  *  *  Mrs.  Morton,  when  an  aged  widow,  informed  Mr.  Alexander  that  *  *  * 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  her  husband  was  absent,  and  she  and  her  young  children 
were  alone  in  the  forest.  Such  was  Mr.  Morton’s  knowledge  of  woodcraft,  that  he  could 
pursue  a  horse  for  any  distance  by  means  of  his  tracks,  and  this  even  if  the  road  was  crossed 
by  thousands  of  other  tracks.  On  one  occasion  he  was  sent  to  pursue  a  horse  thief,  which 
he  did  for  more  than  a  hundred  miles,  and  with  success  *  *  *  Joseph  Morton  left  his  sons 
possessed  of  good  estates.” 

Joseph  Morton  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Hampden-Sydney  College  and  a  member  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Safety  of  Charlotte  County  in  177 5. *  Both  he  and  his  wife  furnished  supplies  to  the 
army  during  the  Revolutionary  War.*  Brought  up  an  Episcopalian  and  a  firm  character,  he, 
with  some  reluctance,  received  the  Reverend  Samuel  Davies  "a  new-light  preacher”  and  after 
their  conversation  he  and  a  number  of  others  united  in  building  a  house  of  worship  at  Briery. 
The  following  appears  in  a  marker  on  U.  S.  Route  15: 

"Old  Briery  Church 
"Just  to  the  north  is  Briery  Church, 
organized  about  1755.  The  first 
elders  were  Joseph  Morton,  George 

Walton  and  Sherwood  Walton. 

#  #  #»» 

The  congregation  at  Briery  was  irregularly  supplied  until  1775.  In  the  absence  of  a  preacher, 
it  was  customary  to  have  a  sermon  read,  accompanied  with  the  usual  exercises  of  public  worship, 
by  Mr.  Morton  or  Mr.  George  Walton.  Joseph  Morton  served  22  years  as  a  Ruling  Elder,  from 
about  1760  to  1782,  and  as  a  Trustee  from  1766  to  1782. 3  He  died  June  28,  1782,  at  the 
age  of  72. 

•  See  Hening’s  Statutes  for  a  reference  to  Joseph  Morton  as  a  member  of  this  Committee,  and,  re  supplies,  see  Charlotte 
County  Court  Booklet  pp.  6,  17  and  44  and  Public  Claims  filed  in  Virginia  State  Library  Archives  Department. 

3  Briery  Manual  (1828).  It  seems  that  records  prior  to  1760  were  not  available  when  this  Manual  was  published. 
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We  are  interested  in  two  children  of  Joseph  and  Agnes  Morton,  (1)  Judith,  who  married 
James  Venable  about  1757,  and  (2)  Josiah  (grandfather  of  Jacob  Woodson  Morton  of  Buffaloe), 
who  married  Elizabeth  Venable  in  1757. 

Judith  Morton  was  born  at  Slate  Hill,  December  27,  1739.  She  went  to  Kentucky  with 
her  husband  in  1796,  at  the  age  of  56.  The  date  of  her  death  is  sometimes  given  as  May  15,  1820, 
and  sometimes  as  1826. 4  In  either  case,  she  was  over  80  years  old. 

Josiah  Morton  (b.  March  25,  1738 — d.  November  28,  1785 ) 5  held  several  offices  in 
Charlotte  County,  and  it  is  recorded  in  the  Order  Books  of  that  County  that  he  qualified  as  Major 
in  the  Revolutionary  Army  in  July  1779,  and  as  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  June,  1780. 6  His  wife  died 
in  1778  at  the  age  of  39,  and  he  died  soon  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  November  28,  1785,  at  the 
age  of  47.  Josiah  was  a  Ruling  Elder  of  Briery  Church.  He  left  provisions  for  the  education  of  his 
children  as  best  the  funds  would  allow.  Four  children7  are  mentioned  in  his  will,  including 
Joseph  Morton  II. 

Joseph  Morton  II  was  born  December  10,  1760.  It  is  stated  that  he  joined  the  Revolutionary 
army  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  served  until  the  end  of  the  war.8  The  Briery  Manual  states  that  he 
removed  to  Pittsylvania  County  and  mentions  two  wives:  (1)  Mary  Morton  (daughter  of  Thomas 
Morton,  a  cousin  of  Joseph  Morton,  Ruling  Elder  No.  1,  grandfather  of  Joseph  II);  and  (2) 
Ann  Scott,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Scott.  We  know,  from  Prince  Edward  County  records, 
that  he  married  Nancy  Baker  in  1796.  Only  two  wives,  Mary  Ann  and  Nancy  are  named  in 
Poplar  Hill,  p.  23.  However,  the  names  of  two  of  the  children  of  Joseph  II,  Mary  Ann  (b.  1794) 
and  Nathaniel  Scott  (b.  1799)  seem  to  indicate  that  he  married  Ann  Scott  as  well  as  Mary  Morton. 
The  Briery  Manual  states  that  Ann  Morton,  second  wife  of  Joseph  II,  died  November  9,  1828, 
at  the  age  of  58.  Since  he  married  Nancy  Baker  in  1796,  this  date  of  the  death  of  his  second  wife 
seems  incorrect,  unless  we  assume  a  divorce,  of  which  we  have  no  knowledge.  It  is  believed  that 
it  was  his  third  wife  Nancy,  who  died  in  1828  and  possibly  she  was  58. 

It  is  stated  that  Joseph  II  inherited  land  from  his  father  and  lived  for  a  time  in  Albemarle 
County  and  later  moved  to  Prince  Edward.  We  do  not  know  the  date  of  his  death  but  his  youngest 
child  is  recorded  as  having  been  born  on  January  13,  1803  and  died  the  same  year.  Jacob  Woodson 
Morton, youngest  surviving  child  of  Joseph  II  and  Nancy  Baker  Morton  was  born  May  22,  1801 
and  died  August  26,  1852. 

4  The  1826  date  seems  to  be  based  on  the  Briery  Manual,  and  is  adopted  by  Woodson  Boyle  in  his  Poplar  Hill.  Dr.  Joseph 
D.  Eggleston,  who  has  examined  other  sources,  gives  also  the  May  15,  1820  date. 

5  There  are  three  dates  of  birth  and  four  of  his  death.  The  ones  given  are  most  frequently  used  and  are  believed  to  be 
approximately  correct. 

6  See  Poplar  Hill  p.  21.  W.  S.  Morton  stated  in  a  letter  dated  February  15,  1915,  that  according  to  Charlotte  County 
records  he  was  Captain  and  Colonel. 

7  The  number  of  his  children  is  uncertain.  In  Poplar  Hill  ten  children  are  listed  on  information  obtained  from  the 
family  Bible  of  William  Lewis  Morton  (1774-1855)  a  son  of  Josiah.  It  is  noted  that  one  child  Mary  Ann  Morton  is  there 
stated  to  have  been  born  in  1780,  two  years  after  the  date  (1778)  given  as  that  of  the  death  of  her  mother,  Elizabeth.  We  have 
no  record  of  a  later  marriage  of  Josiah  and  no  mention  is  made  of  his  wife  in  his  will.  W.  S.  Morton  seemed  to  doubt 
that  Josiah  had  as  many  as  eight  children,  which  some  attributed  to  him. 

8  In  the  notes  of  W.  S.  Morton  this  statement  is  attributed  to  a  tradition  in  one  place  and  in  another  stated  as  a  fact.  There 
is  authority  for  the  belief  that  "every  Morton  old  enough  to  carry  a  gun”  took  up  arms  in  the  Revolution.  See  Poplar  Hill 
pp.  22-23,  which  quotes  James  Walter  Allen. 

9  See  Chapter  I. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


Woodson  Ancestors 


The  Buffaloe  Mortons  were  descendants  of  Dr.  John  Woodson  and  Sara  (Winston)  Woodson, 
who  arrived  at  Jamestown  on  HMS  "George”  in  April  1619,  after  a  voyage  of  more  than  two 
months.  He  was  a  son  of  "Mr.  Woodson,  Gent.,  of  Bristol”,  and  the  records  show  that  he  was 
a  student  at  St.  John’s  College,  Oxford  in  1604.  He  came  to  Virginia,  at  the  age  of  33,  to  serve 
as  surgeon  to  a  company  of  troops,  who  were  being  sent  over  for  the  protection  of  the  colonists 
against  the  Indians.  There  were  about  one  hundred  passengers  on  the  "George”,  including  Sir 
George  Yeardley,  the  new  Governor  of  the  colony,  which  had  been  established  twelve  years  earlier 
in  1607  on  the  James  River.  There  were  also  on  board  six  negroes,  who  were  among  the  first, 
if  not  the  first,  of  their  race  to  arrive  in  Virginia. 

The  Woodsons  established  their  home  at  Fleur  de  Hundred  on  the  south  side  of  the  James 
River  about  thirty  miles  above  Jamestown.  It  was  probably  here  that  their  two  sons  were  born, 
John  in  1632  and  Robert  in  1634.  On  April  18,  1644,  Indians  under  Opechankano  attacked 
the  white  settlements  and  killed  about  three  hundred  colonists.  There  is  a  family  tradition  that 
Dr.  Woodson  was  killed  within  sight  of  his  home,  while  returning  from  a  professional  call,  and 
that  the  house  was  then  barred  and  defended  by  Sara,  and  a  shoemaker  named  Ligon,  who  happened 
to  be  there  at  the  time.  Ligon  is  said  to  have  seized  the  only  gun  in  the  house  and  shot  nine  Indians, 
while  Sara  dispatched  two  Indians  who  tried  to  come  down  the  chimney,  one  she  stabbed  with  a 
heavy  roasting  spit,  and  the  other  she  scalded  to  death  with  boiling  water.  Meanwhile,  John 
was  hidden  under  the  family  wash  tub,  and  Robert  was  concealed  in  a  potato  hole  under  the  floor. 
From  these  circumstances  their  respective  descendants  for  several  generations  were  called  "the  Tub 
Woodsons”  and  "the  Potato-Hole  Woodsons”.  The  gun,  kept  in  the  family  as  an  heirloom  for 
several  generations,  may  be  seen  in  the  museum  of  the  Virginia  Historical  Society  in  Richmond.1 

The  younger  son,  Robert,  married,  about  1656,  Elizabeth  Ferris,  daughter  of  Richard  Ferris 
of  "Curies”,  which  seems  to  have  been  a  plantation  on  the  north  side  of  the  James  River,  later 


1  For  this  story  and  other  data  on  the  Woodson  family,  see  The  Woodsons  and  Their  Connections,  by  Henry  W. 
Woodson,  which,  in  spite  of  many  errors,  is  a  valuable  comprehensive  genealogy  of  the  Woodson  family,  and  Poplar  Hill,  by 
Woodson  M.  Boyle,  which  in  addition  to  data  on  the  lines  discussed  herein,  has  interesting  comments  on  early  south-side 
Virgina.  Numerous  references  to  these  families  appear  in  the  Va.  Magazine,  William  and  Mary  Quarterly,  and  Publications 
of  the  Huguenot  Society. 
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owned  by  the  Randolph  family.  This  Ferris  family  is  said  to  have  been  descended  from  Henri  de 
Ferriers,  of  Gascony,  Master  of  Horse  to  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  and,  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
to  have  intermarried  with  the  Lawrence  Washington  family,  progenitors  of  George  Washington.2 
Robert  and  John  Woodson  are  listed,  in  1679,  among  the  tithables  at  Curies.  Some  references 
to  Robert  Woodson  assign  to  him  the  commission  and  title  of  Colonel.  Very  little  else  is  known 
of  him,  except  that  in  1707,  at  the  age  of  73,  he  executed  a  deed  to  his  grandsons  Joseph  Woodson 
and  William  Lewis,  Jr. 

Richard  Woodson,  Sr.,  third  child  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  (Ferris)  Woodson,  was  born 
about  1662  at  Curies,  in  Henrico  County,  and  married  Ann  Smith,  who  was  probably  the  sister 
of  Obadiah  Smith.  Some  genealogists  state  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Obadiah  and  his  wife 
Mary  Cocke,  whose  interesting  ancestry  is  not  within  the  scope  of  our  story.3  They  had  seven 
children,  the  oldest  of  whom  was  Richard  Woodson,  Jr.  Henrico  County  records  show  that  Ann 
Woodson  was  a  widow  in  August  1722  and  that  her  son  Richard  was  then  under  21  ( Va .  Magazine 
XL V,  p.  105). 

The  frequent  intermarriages  between  descendants  of  Dr.  John  Woodson  and  Mortons  began 
in  the  next  generation.4  Agnes  Woodson,  born  February  27,  1711,  one  of  the  younger  children 
of  Richard  Sr.  and  Ann  (Smith)  Woodson,  became  the  second  wife  of  Joseph  Morton  about  1735. 
She  and  her  husband  were  among  the  first  white  settlers  of  the  Briery  neighborhood  ( now  in  Prince 
Edward  and  Charlotte  Counties,  Va.).  She  died  March  10,  1802,  at  the  age  of  91,  having  sur¬ 
vived  her  husband  nearly  20  years.  They  raised  a  large  family  in  a  sparsely  settled  community. 
Agnes  Morton  is  referred  to,  both  in  the  Life  of  Dr.  Archibald  Alexander  (1854)  by  J.  W.  Alex¬ 
ander  and  in  Sketches  of  Virginia  ( 1847)  by  Foote,  as  a  source  of  information  concerning  Joseph 
Morton  and  the  founding  of  Briery  Church,  one  of  the  earliest  Presbyterian  Churches  established 
in  this  section  of  Virginia.5 

Richard  Woodson,  Jr.,  brother  of  Agnes  (Woodson)  Morton,  and  the  oldest  of  the  seven 
children  of  Richard,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Henrico  County  about  1705,  and  married  Ann  Madelin 
Michaux,  daughter  of  the  Huguenot  immigrants  Abraham  and  Suzanne  (Rochet)  Michaux.6 
Richard  Jr.  acquired  large  tracts  of  land  and,  on  this  account,  he  was  called  "Baron  Woodson”. 
Since  large  real  estate  holdings  were  not  unusual  at  the  time,  this  appellation  is  significant.  He 
moved  to  that  part  of  Amelia  County,  which  was  included  in  Prince  Edward  County,  when  the 
latter  was  formed  in  1754,  and  established  his  home  "Poplar  Hill”  (there  were  4,000  acres  at 
his  home  place  alone)  near  the  present  town  of  Farmville.  He  led  the  life  of  a  country  planter 

2  American  Ancestry,  VII;  Americans  of  Gentle  Birth,  I.  358;  and  Va.  Magazine  XLIV,  167. 

3  Va.  Magazine,  January  1937,  p.  105.  See  also  July  1931  issue  of  William  and  Mary  Quarterly  and  The  Reads  and  Their 
Relatives,  p.  131,  by  Alice  Read  Rouse. 

4  Thomas  Morton  (b.  ca.  1683 — d.  1731)  an  uncle  of  Joseph  Morton,  married  Elizabeth  Woodson,  sister  of  Agnes 
(Woodson)  Morton  and  Richard  Woodson,  Jr.  of  Poplar  Hill. 

5  See  Chapter  III,  Morton  Ancestors. 

6  See  Chapter  V,  Huguenot  Ancestors. 
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and  was  a  vestryman  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  St.  Patrick’s  Parish.  In  1754,  Baron  Woodson 
purchased  "Slate  Hill”  from  his  brother-in-law  Joseph  Morton,  which  he  gave  to  his  son-in- 
law,  Nathaniel  Venable,  in  1760,  about  five  years  after  Elizabeth  Woodson  and  Nathaniel  were 
married. 

Richard  Jr.,  like  his  father  and  grandfather,  was  a  substantial  citizen,  self  respecting,  and 
respected,  but  little  else  is  known  of  his  character  and  talents.  The  earlier  generations  of  Wood- 
son  did  not  seek  public  office,  preferring  to  bask  in  anonymity.  None  of  them  held  any  office 
of  prominence.  On  the  other  hand,  they  succeeded  in  avoiding  trouble  with  the  law,  which  was 
a  real  accomplishment  in  an  age  noted  for  detailed  records  of  all  kinds  of  misdemeanors,  vices  and 
crimes.  Clayton  Torrence,  after  noting  the  above  in  the  William  and  Mary  Quarterly  for  April 
1916,  adds: 

"Within  three  generations,  however,  the  Woodsons  of  this  line,  having  moved  up  the 
James  River  into  Goochland,  Cumberland,  Powhatan  and  Prince  Edward  Counties,  were  people 
not  only  in  comfortable  circumstances  but  were  among  those  holding  the  most  responsible 
local  offices.” 

The  will  of  Baron  Woodson,  executed  in  1770,  was  admitted  to  probate  at  the  court  held 
for  Prince  Edward  County,  in  January  1775.  He  bequeathed  Poplar  Hill  to  his  younger  daughter 
Agnes,  born  October  4,  1748,  who  had  married  Francis  Watkins  on  June  11,  1765.  She  and  her 
husband  spent  the  whole  of  their  long  and  happy  married  life  of  fifty-five  years  at  Poplar  Hill. 
Ann  (Michaux)  Woodson  lived  with  them  21  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  Baron 
Woodson. 

Agnes  (Woodson)  Watkins  was  a  remarkable  woman,  of  whom  many  anecdotes  were  told. 
A  deserter,  from  General  Tarleton’s  forces,  in  uniform  and  believed  by  her  to  be  a  British  soldier, 
tried  to  frighten  Agnes  on  one  occasion,  but  he  soon  found  that  by  flight  alone  could  he  escape 
the  fire  of  her  rifle,  in  the  use  of  which  she  was  practiced  and  skillful.  Her  great  ingenuity  was 
displayed  in  her  original  calico  prints,  her  silk  manufactures,  the  loom  made  by  her  directions, 
and  her  home  made  gamut  for  teaching  her  daughters  the  elementary  principles  of  music.7  She 
died  at  Poplar  Hill  in  July,  1820,  at  the  age  of  72  and  was  buried,  with  her  husband  in  the  family 
plot  there,  in  an  unmarked  grave. 


7  See  A  Catalogue  of  the  Descendants  of  Thomas  Watkins  ( 1852)  by  Judge  Francis  N.  Watkins. 
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CHAPTER  V 


Huguenot  Ancestors 

MICHAUX— ROCHET 


Mary  Jane  Venable  was  a  descendant  of  the  Huguenot  immigrants,  Abraham  Michaux  and 
his  wife,  Suzanne  Rochet.1  Abraham  M.  was  born  in  Sedan,  France,  in  1672,  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  Walloon-French  Church  at  Amsterdam,  Holland,  on  July  13,  1692,  to  Suzanne  Rochet, 
who  was  baptized  April  13,  1667. 

The  story  of  Suzanne’s  escape  from  France  is  interesting.  After  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes  in  1685,  her  father  Jean  Rochet  tried  to  get  his  youngest  daughter,  Suzanne,  to  Amsterdam, 
to  which  two  of  his  daughters  had  fled.  They  wrote  their  father  to  send  their  little  sister  to  them, 
but  fearing  that  their  letter  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  enemies  of  the  Huguenots,  they  asked  him 
to  send  the  little  nightcap  they  had  left  behind.  This  was  accomplished  by  shipping  Suzanne  in 
a  large  wine  cask,  which  was  entrusted  to  a  friendly  sea  captain,  who  placed  it  on  board  his  ship. 
After  having  safely  passed  the  guards,  who  were  posted  on  vessels  in  the  harbour,  Suzanne  was 
taken  out  of  the  cask  and  brought  safely  to  Amsterdam.  Suzanne  is  sometimes  called  "the  Little 
Nightcap.” 

In  1701,  Abraham  Michaux  and  his  wife  went  to  England,2  where  they  became  members  of 
the  Huguenot  church  in  Threadneedle  Street,  London,  on  August  20,  1702.  It  seems  that  the 
Michaux  family  first  settled  in  Stafford  County,  Virginia  (near  Fredericksburg)  and  lived  there  a 
while  before  going,  in  1705,  to  the  Huguenot  settlement  at  Manakintowne  on  the  south  side  of  the 
James  River,  about  18  miles  west  of  Richmond.  There  is  a  family  tradition  that  the  Huguenot 
neighbors  looked  askance  at  the  Michaux  family  because  they  had  not  arrived  at  Manakintowne  in 
time  to  share  the  initial  hardships  of  establishing  a  new  settlement.  However,  Abraham  and 


1  For  several  generations  of  ancestors  of  Abraham  Michaux  and  his  wife,  see  Appendix  IV  hereto. 

2  Jean  and  Jacques  Severin  (brothers  of  Anne  Severin,  mother  of  Abraham  Michaux),  who  had  been  pastors  in  the 
Palatinate  and  France,  went  to  England  after  the  Revocation.  It  has  been  stated  that  perhaps  it  was  at  their  suggestion,  that 
Abraham  Michaux  went  to  London,  or  that  Jeanne  Rochet  (a  younger  sister  of  Suzanne,  who  married  Jacques  Truffet  in 
London  in  1689)  decided  her  sister  Suzanne  to  settle  in  London.  Va.  Magazine  XLIV,  p.  370.  The  tradition  that  Abraham 
Michaux  was  a  nephew  of  the  celebrated  minister,  M.  James  Saurin,  is  incorrect,  being  apparently  due  to  confusion  of  the 
names  "Severin’’  and  "Saurin”. 
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Suzanne  prospered  and  raised  a  large  family.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  did  their 
share  to  establish  the  reputation  of  the  Huguenots  for  carrying  "industry,  intelligence  and  prosperity, 
light,  truth  and  happiness  to  other  lands”,  including  America.3 

The  will  of  Abraham  Michaux  is  dated  May  13,  1717  and  was  recorded  on  August  5,  1717 
( Henrico  County  Book  1714-18,  p.  187).  Since  he  died  between  these  dates  and  was  born  in 
1672,  it  appears  that  he  was  45  years  old.  The  will  of  Suzanne  (Rochet)  Michaux  is  dated 
March  22,  1740  and  was  recorded  in  Goochland  County,  Virginia  on  December  17,  1744.  It 
seems  that  she  lived  to  be  77  years  old. 

Available  evidence  indicates  that  they  had  thirteen  children.  A  daughter,  Ann  Madelin 
Michaux,  born  probably  1710/11,  married,  prior  to  1740,  Richard  Woodson  of  Henrico  and  Prince 
Edward  Counties,  Virginia.  She  was  a  woman  of  strong  character  and  devoted  piety,  with  a  bias 
toward  Calvinism,  and  the  tradition  of  her  many  virtues  has  survived.  She  was  probably  a  more 
colorful  person  than  her  husband,  who  was  fortunate  in  having  an  inventive,  educated  and  enter¬ 
taining  wife.4  Of  the  numerous  offspring,  only  two  daughters  survived,  one,  Elizabeth  Woodson, 
was  married  to  Nathaniel  Venable  of  "Slate  Hill”,  and  the  other,  Agnes  Woodson,  married  Francis 
Watkins. 


3  See  quotation  of  John  Jay  in  "The  Old  Free  State”  by  Landon  C.  Bell,  1:97-8. 

4  See  "The  Reads  and  Their  Relatives”  by  Alice  Read  Rouse;  "Old  Churches  and  Families  of  Virginia”  by  Bishop  Meade; 
and  "Poplar  Hill"  by  Woodson  Boyle. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


Watkins  Ancestors 


When  Prince  Edward  County  was  formed  out  of  Amelia  County  in  1754,  John  Le  Neve  was 
appointed  county  clerk,  and  in  1767  Francis  Watkins  (who  had  received  training  in  the 
office  of  his  uncle  Benjamin  Watkins,  first  clerk  of  Chesterfield  County,  and  as  deputy  sheriff  of 
that  County)  was  qualified  as  deputy  clerk,  which  position  he  held  until  1783,  when  he  was  elected 
clerk,  after  the  death  of  Le  Neve.  On  June  11,  1765,  Francis  married  Agnes  Woodson,  daughter 
of  Richard  Woodson  of  Poplar  Hill,  who  was  probably  the  wealthiest  man  in  Prince  Edward.  In 
1775  Agnes  inherited  Poplar  Hill,  and  she  and  Francis  lived  there  until  their  deaths. 

Francis  Watkins  was  a  member  of  the  local  Committee  of  Safety  which,  on  June  19,  1775, 
although  declaring  their  loyalty  to  the  king  and  expressing  hope  of  reconciliation  of  the  colonies 
with  England,  strongly  criticized  Gov.  Dunmore’s  removal  of  the  powder  from  the  Powder  Horn 
at  Williamsburg  and  thanked  Captain  Patrick  Henry  and  his  troops  for  obtaining  an  equivalent 
for  the  powder  "so  unjustly  removed”.  On  October  26,  1775,  this  Committee  approved  the  action 
of  the  convention,  previously  held  in  Richmond,  which  in  effect,  put  Prince  Edward  in  the  war 
against  England.1 

Francis  Watkins  was  one  of  the  charter  trustees  of  Hampden-Sydney  College,  and  served  as 
its  treasurer  from  its  beginning  in  1776  to  1792.  He  served  as  county  clerk  from  1783  to  1825, 
42  years.  Senator  George  M.  Bibb  of  Kentucky,  a  native  of  Prince  Edward,  who  knew  him  well 
wrote:  "He  was  most  punctilious  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  an  experienced  clerk 
of  great  intelligence,  of  comprehensive  mind,  and  by  long  experience  and  observation  had  become 
well  versed  in  the  general  principles  of  the  law  and  equity,  without  having  been  a  regular  student 
of  the  law.  His  habits  of  business,  his  great  integrity  and  uprightness,  and  the  scrupulous  per¬ 
formance  of  his  duties  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  had  gained  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  the  judges,  the  lawyers,  and  the  community.” 

Francis  Watkins  died  between  April  9  and  May  15,  1826,  about  three  months  before  his 
eighty-first  birthday,  and  some  two  years  before  his  granddaughter,  Mary  Jane  Venable,  came  to 
live  with  her  sister  Elizabeth  at  Scott-Greene. 


1  Reference  is  made  to  Today  and  Yesterday,  page  14 1  and  American  Archives  4th  Series  Vol.  II,  p.  1023. 
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Although  the  name  Watkins  appears  in  early  Virginia  records,  the  early  line  of  descent  has 
not  been  worked  out.  James  Watkins,  who  came  to  Virginia  in  the  "Phoenix”  in  1607  or  1608 
accompanied  Captain  Smith  in  his  voyages  of  exploration  of  the  Colony.  "Watkins  Point”  on  the 
eastern  shore  of  Chesapeake  Bay  appears,  designated  as  such,  on  an  old  map  of  Terrae-Mariae 
(London,  163 5). 2 

We  are  indebted  to  Judge  Francis  N.  Watkins  (a  grandson  of  Francis  Watkins  mentioned 
above)  for  the  information  concerning  early  Watkins  ancestors  in  his  pamphlet  entitled  "A  Cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Descendants  of  Thomas  Watkins  of  Chicahominy,  Va.”  published  in  1852.  The 
known  Watkins  line  begins  with  Henry  Watkins,  father  of  Thomas  Watkins  of  Swift  Creek.  The 
latter,  whose  will  was  recorded  in  1760,  married  a  Miss  Pride.  Their  son  Thomas,  usually  called 
Thomas  Watkins  of  Chicahominy,  was  born  in  1714,  died  in  1783,  and  married  Frances  Anderson 
of  Chesterfield,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Prudence  (Stratton)  Anderson.  There  is  a  tribute  to  the 
second  Thomas,  in  the  pamphlet  referred  to  above,  by  Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  a  prominent  man 
of  his  time.  Thomas  of  Chicahominy  was  a  respected  man  of  indefatigable  industry,  and  although 
of  limited  means  raised  a  large  family.  His  children  scrupulously  carried  out  the  intent  of  an  invalid 
will  left  by  their  father,  with  some  difficulty  due  to  the  fact  that  minors’  rights  were  involved. 

Francis  Watkins,  mentioned  above,  was  the  second  son  of  Thomas  of  Chicahominy.  His 
daughter  Elizabeth  Watkins  married  Joseph  Morton  Venable  on  January  20,  1791. 3 


2  This  map  is  reproduced  in  A  History  of  the  South  (Louisiana  State  University  Press,  1949)  opposite  page  190  of 
Volume  One. 


3  See  Chapter  VII,  Venable  Ancestors. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


Venable  Ancestors 


The  Buffaloe  Mortons  were  descendants  of  Abraham  Venable  (or  Venables),  Sr.1  who  resided 
in  New  Kent  County,  Virginia  in  1687.  The  earliest  record  of  him  appears  in  the  St.  Peter’s 
Parish  Register  (p.  71)  where  it  is  stated  that  "Sarah,  wife  of  Abraham  Venables,  deceased  ye  13 
day  of  Feb.  l687-’8.  Isaac  deceased  same  day.  Abraham,  son  of  Abraham  Venables,  baptized  the 
27th  April,  1701”.  Family  records  show  that  the  second  wife  of  Abraham,  Sr.  was  Elizabeth 
Lewis,  daughter  of  Captain  Hugh  Lewis  and  widow  of  John  Hicks  or  Nicks,  recorded  as  living 
in  Barbados  in  1679- 

Abraham  Venable,  Jr.  (b.  March  22,  1700,  d.  Dec.  16,  1768)  lived  first  on  the  Pamunkey 
River,  New  Kent  (afterwards,  King  and  Queen  County,  Virginia),  and  later  moved  to  the  region 
in  the  fork  between  the  Rivanna  and  the  James  Rivers.  The  village  of  Columbia,  Va.,  is  situated 
on  the  home  property  of  Abraham,  Jr.  He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  and  was  prominent  in  civil 
and  church  affairs.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  of  Hanover  County  before  1742,  one  of  the  first 
justices  of  Louisa  County,  December  24,  1742;  County  Lieutenant  of  Louisa;  Captain  in  the  Colo¬ 
nial  Militia,  and  a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  from  Louisa  County  for  over 
twenty  years.  Abraham  Jr.  was  vestryman  of  St.  Paul’s  Parish,  Hanover  County,  Va.  prior  to 
1742,  of  Fredericksville  Parish,  1742-1761,  and  of  Trinity  Parish,  1762-1768.  He  was  a  friend, 
political  supporter,  and  client  of  Patrick  Henry. 

In  1723,  Abraham  Jr.  married,  in  Hanover  County,  Va.,  Martha  Davis,  an  earnest  Quakeress 
(b.  July  14,  1702,  d.  Feb.  18,  1765),  and  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Abadiah  (Lewis)  Davis. 
Abadiah  Lewis  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Hugh  ap.  Lewis,  of  Barbados  and  Virginia,  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth.  There  is  an  account  given  of  ancestry  of  Martha  Davis,  known  as  The  Floyd  Tradition, 
which  shows  descent  from  Nathaniel  Davis  and  the  Indian  Princess,  Nikitti.2 


1  The  forebears  of  this  Abraham  Venable  have  not  been  established.  The  name  is  an  old  English  one  of  Norman 
French  origin.  The  proper  name  of  the  family  in  Normandy  was  "Le  Venour”  or  "Venator”  to  which  was  added  "de 
Venables”  because  the  family  seat  was  at  Venables,  a  village  near  Evreux,  Normandy.  Gislebert  Venator,  or  de  Venables, 
held  the  barony  of  Kinderton,  Cheshire,  1086,  from  whom  descended  the  Venables,  Barons  of  Kinderton,  and  many  other 
families.  He  is  referred  to  as  the  younger  brother  of  Stephen,  Earl  of  Blois,  a  descendant  of  Charlemagne  and  father  of 
Stephen,  King  of  England,  and  also  as  a  cousin-german  to  the  Conqueror.  The  senior  baronial  line  became  extinct  after  about 
700  years  and  the  title  passed  by  will  to  George  Vernon,  making  the  hyphenated  Venables-Vernon,  or  Lord  Vernon  of  recent 
times.  See  Venables  of  Virginia,  pp.  5-10,  by  Elizabeth  M.  Venable;  Publications  of  the  Huguenot  Society  of  America, 
Vol.  IV,  pp.  64-5;  and  William  and  Mary  College  Quarterly,  Vol.  XV,  pp.  21-24. 

2  See  Cabells  and  their  Kin  p.  43  and  Venables  of  Virginia  pp.  19-20. 
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Abraham  Jr.  died  in  Louisa  County  on  December  1 6,  1768,  at  the  age  of  68.  Nine  of  his 
children,  including  his  son  James  and  his  daughter  "Elizabeth  Morton,  wife  of  Josiah  Morton”, 
are  mentioned  in  his  will,  dated  April  11,  1768,  which  was  recorded  in  Goochland  County  Janu¬ 
ary  9,  1769.  He  named  as  trustee  under  his  will  "my  friend  Mr.  Patrick  Henry”.3 

Two  of  his  children,  James,  born  in  Hanover  County,  Va.  in  1734,  and  Elizabeth,  born  May 
22,  1739,  were  ancestors  of  the  Buffaloe  Mortons.  In  17574  James  and  Elizabeth  Venable  mar¬ 
ried,  respectively,  Judith  Morton  and  Josiah  Morton,  children  of  Joseph  Morton  and  Agnes  (Wood- 
son)  Morton.  In  other  words,  brother  and  sister  married  sister  and  brother.  Thus  we  see  that  the 
children  of  these  two  couples  were  double  first  cousins.  A  reference  to  the  charts  on  pages  29 
and  30  will  show  that  Jacob  Woodson  Morton  was  the  grandson  of  Josiah  Morton  and  Elizabeth 
(Venable)  Morton,  and  that  Mary  Jane  (Venable)  Morton,  his  wife,  was  the  granddaughter 
of  James  Venable  and  Judith  (Morton)  Venable. 

It  appears  in  the  Briery  Church  Manual  that  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Josiah  Morton,  was  received 
as  a  member  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Henry,  who  was  installed  as  pastor  there  in  June  1755,  and  that 
she  died  in  1778,  when  she  was  about  39  years  of  age.  The  late  Wm.  Scott  Morton,  an  authority 
on  the  Morton  family,  located  the  probable  site  of  the  home  of  Josiah  Morton  near  that  of  his 
father  Joseph  Morton,  at  Little  Roanoke  Bridge  in  Charlotte  County.  The  two  houses  were  so 
close  together  that  Mr.  Morton  thought  that  Josiah’s  father  could  easily  have  heard  his  son  sneeze. 
Elizabeth  lived  in  close  proximity  to  her  husband’s  parents. 

After  his  marriage,  James  Venable  settled  in  Charlotte  County  where  he  and  his  wife  raised 
nine  children.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the  Charlotte  County  Court;  a  Ruling  Elder  and  Trustee  of 
Briery  Church;  and  one  of  the  founders  and  a  charter  Trustee  of  Hampden-Sydney  College,  serving 
from  1775  to  1796.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  War.  In  1796,  at  the  age 
of  62,  he  moved  to  Kentucky  and  settled  in  Shelby  County,  where  he  died  in  1814.  His  wife, 
Judith  (Morton)  Venable,  died  May  15,  1820  (1826?). 

Joseph  Morton  Venable,  second  son  of  James  and  Judith  (Morton)  Venable  was  born  in 
Charlotte  County,  June  28,  1761.°  He  attended  Hampden-Sydney  College  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Student  Military  Company  that  marched  to  Williamsburg  and  Petersburg.  It  is  said  that 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  he  served  as  aide  to  General  Lawson  (the  most 
distinguished  Revolutionary  soldier  from  Prince  Edward  County,  Virginia)  and  carried  dispatches 
to  General  Lafayette.  After  graduating  from  Princeton  in  1783,  he  studied  law  and  was  one  of 
the  five  lawyers  mentioned  as  practicing  in  the  first  Circuit  Court  held  in  Charlotte  County.  He 
also  practiced  in  the  Courts  of  Prince  Edward,  Cumberland  and  Buckingham  Counties,  and  was 

3  See  Venables  of  Virginia  pp.  15  to  24  inclusive,  which  includes  a  copy  of  the  will  and  additional  data.  The  author 
has  heard  but  not  verified,  that  Patrick  Henry  presented  a  razor  to  Abraham,  Jr.  and  that  the  same  is  in  the  possession  of  a 
descendant. 

4  It  is  usually  stated  that  Josiah  Morton  and  Elizabeth  Venable  were  married  in  1757  and  that  James  Venable  and  Judith 
Morton  were  married  about  1757.  This  permits  us  to  speculate  regarding  a  double  wedding. 

5  In  Poplar  Hill  p.  33,  June  20,  1761  is  given  as  the  date  of  Judge  Venable’s  birth. 
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Commonwealth’s  Attorney  of  Prince  Edward  and  Charlotte  Counties.  On  January  20,  1791,  he 
married  Elizabeth  Watkins,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Agnes  (Woodson)  Watkins  of  Poplar  Hill. 
In  1810  he  moved,  with  his  wife  and  probably  nine  of  their  children  (Mary  Jane  Venable  being 
less  than  one  year  old),  to  Shelby  County,  Kentucky.  There  he  became  Judge  of  the  Shelby  County 
Court  and  a  pillar  of  the  Mulberry  Presbyterian  Church  at  Shelbyville.  Elizabeth  (Watkins) 
Venable  died  in  Kentucky,  April  23,  1832,  and  was  buried  there.  The  following  year,  Judge 
Joseph  Venable  went  back  to  Virginia  to  visit  his  relatives,  including  two  married  daughters  in 
Prince  Edward  County,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Wm.  Quin  Morton  of  "Scott-Greene”,  and  Mary  Jane 
(Venable)  Morton  of  Buffaloe.  Judge  Venable  died  while  on  this  visit,  on  July  23,  1833,  in  his 
72nd  year,  in  the  home  (probably  "Scott-Greene”)  of  Wm.  Quin  Morton.  The  following,  which 
is  quoted  from  his  will,  shows  his  kindly  attitude  towards  his  servants: 

"I  feel  much  difficulty  in  my  mind  with  respect  to  my  slaves,  and  leaving  them  as  property, 
to  my  children;  but  they  are  so  situated,  I  find  no  suitable  plan  by  which  I  can  do  otherwise. 
I  recommend  them  to  the  benevolence  of  my  children,  that  by  distributing,  none  of  them  be 
separated  from  their  wives  or  husbands.  *  *  * 

"I  recommend  to  my  children  to  liberate  and  send  to  Liberia  all  born  after  July  the  fourth 
last,  at  a  suitable  age;  and  it  would  meet  my  wishes  if  all  could  be  sent  to  Liberia  after  a  few 
years  service.  *  *  * 

He  was  buried  at  Poplar  Hill,  his  wife’s  old  home,  and  a  marble  tombstone  placed  on  his 
grave  is  still  standing  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  The  tribute  to  him  that  he  was  "a  man  of 
much  learning  and  great  moral  worth”  has  been  preserved. 
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Twenty  Exchange  Place 


New  York  5,  N.  Y. 


June  4,  1954 


Dear  Quin, 


I  have  not  heard  from  you  in  some  time.  I  hope  cousin 
Thornton  has  continued  to  improve . 

We  expect  to  go  to  Grassydale  early  in  July  and  spend  the 
rest  of  the  month.  Will  try  to  drive  down  to  see  you  and  cousin 
Thornton.  Will  you  be  there  in  July?  Come  to  see  us  if  you  can. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Uncle  Calvin  to  my 
grandmother.  It  is  a  sort  of  sequel  to  the  one  I  sent  you  sometime 
ago.  Grandma  was  then  at  Bot&tourt  Springs,  a  seminary  for  young  ladies, 
now  Hollins,  I  believe.  I  hope  to  find  the  long  letter  he  promised  to 
write . 


I  have  so  many  old  papers  that  I  haven 't  read  them  all  yet. 

I  am  trying  to  peruse  them  and  make  copies  of  the  more  interesting 
letters.  I  have  some  relating  to  Uncle  Horace's  being  wounded  and 
taken  a  prisoner  and  his  brother  Edward's  being  brought  home  sick,  both 
in  1862.  Their  younger  brother,  Luther  wrote  very  nice  letters.  I 
have  been  able  to  identify  most  of  the  persons  referred  to  in  these 
letters.  However,  there  is  mention  of  a  ’’brother  Magnus  Plenty”, 
that  I  can't  place.  At  first  I  thought  it  might  be  a  nickname  for  a 
minister,  but  he  seems  to  have  been  sick  and  nursed  at  Woodlawn. 
Possibly,  he  was  a  slave. 

Don't  forget  you  promised  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  notes 
you  were  making  about  the  family.  Did  you  get  to  Lunenburg? 

Hoping  to  see  you,  your  mother  and  child,  and  Cousin  Thorton 
next  months,  I  am. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Quin  D.  Meyer, 

Five  Acres, 

Halifax  Road, 

Louisburg,  N.  C. 
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GRASSYDJYLE 

Charlotte  County 


R.F.D.  1,  Appomattox 
Virginia 

July  26,  1955 


Dear  Quin, 

We  are  still  in  PrGnxvllle  but  I  wanted  to  use  the 
new  Crassydale  paper.  How  do  you  like  it,  Jane  selected  the 
color,  She  seems  to  like  any  color  -  as  lorng  -3  it  is  green. 

We  plun  to  stur-_.  for  Virginia  nex*,  Sunday*  We  expect  to  spend 
July  there.  We  want  you  and  your  mother  spend  a  week  end  with  us, 
if  possible,  we  want  to  visit  you  all  and  Cousin  Thornton.  I 
was  pleased  to  know  all  of  you  are  well. 

Therdr  you  for  the  copy  of  Col,  Edward  Thomas  *  s  will.  Uncle 
Horace  owned  Oakland  but  I  was  pretty  sure  that  he  die  not  in¬ 
herit  it.  uakiard  is  not  mentioned  in  the  will,  unless  it  is 
the  same  as  the  Richard  plantation  which  I  doubt*  1  believe  that 
Col  E.  T.*s  father  left  land  to  his  son  Richard  with  remainder 
over  to  uoi.  E.  T.  if  Richard  died  without  descendants,  which 
turned  out  to  be  the  case.  I  have  a  copy  or  his  fathers  will 
and  1  can  check  that.  Have  you  asked  cousin  Thornton  if  he  can 
shed  any  light  on  the  Richard  plantation  ?  1  believe  that  he 
remembers  his  unsle  Leonidas  and  may  know  whether  uncle  Horace 
bought  Oakland  from  his  uncle  Lee  (  Leonidas  was  called),  l 
believe  uncle  new  *ent  to  live  at  the  old  soldiers  home  in 
Richmond. 

We  are  looking  forward  tu  our  sojourn  in  Virginia  and 
seeing  you  all. 

Sincerely, 


r  J  *  .  .  ;- 


« 


« 
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c_ Appendices 


JOSEPH  MORTON  Born  about  1686. 

Married 

Born  in  Henrico  County,  Va.,  ELIZABETH . 

Dec.  27,  1709,  and  died  in  - 

JOSIAH  MORTON  28^1782.  Va"  /M”*  RICHARD  WOODSON 


Appendix  I 


CHART  OF  ANCESTORS  OF 
JACOB  WOODSON  MORTON  TO  FIFTH  GENERATION 
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Appendix  II 


CHART  OF  ANCESTORS  OF 

MARY  JANE  (VENABLE)  MORTON  TO  FIFTH  GENERATION 
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Appendix  III 


Descendants  of 

JACOB  WOODSON  AND  MARY  JANE  ( VENABLE )  MORTON 


I.  Ann  E.  Morton,  who  was  born  June  18,  1832,  died  at  Hampden-Sydney,  Va.,  July  11,  1910, 
and  was  buried  there.  She  married,  December  17,  1856,  Lewis  L.  Holladay,  professor  at  Hampden- 
Sydney  College,  who  was  born  February  23,  1832,  and  died  July  23,  1891.  Their  children: 

A.  Mary  Littlepage  Holladay,  born  January  2,  1862,  married  November  27,  1889, 
Rev.  Richard  Venable  Lancaster.  He  was  born  March  29,  1863,  and  died  May  12,  1938. 
Their  children: 

1.  Lewis  Holladay  Lancaster,  born  at  Hangchow,  China,  January  16,  1891,  married 
June  19,  1918,  Eliza  Aiken  Neville  (born  Nov.  6,  1892,  at  Frankfort,  Ky.)  of  Clinton, 
S.  C.  Their  children: 

(a)  Julia  Neville  Lancaster,  born  at  Suchowfu,  Kiangsu,  China,  January  24,  1920. 

(b)  Mary  Littlepage  Lancaster,  born  at  Nanking,  China,  September  17,  1922, 
married  Herbert  A.  Codington  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.  on  April  8,  1949.  Their  children: 

(i)  Herbert  Eugene  Codington,  born  at  Mokpo,  Korea,  March  26,  1950. 

(ii)  Julia  Neville  Codington,  born  at  Kobe,  Japan,  November  5,  1951. 

(c)  Lewis  Holladay  Lancaster,  Jr.,  born  at  Clinton,  S.  C.,  July  19,  1927,  married 
Virginia  Barksdale  of  Waynesboro,  Va.,  on  May  30,  1951. 

2.  Richard  Venable  Lancaster,  Jr.,  born  January  17,  1892,  married  April  8,  1915, 
Nell  Dunn  Bonner.  She  was  born  June  3,  1888.  Their  children: 

(a)  Richard  Venable  Lancaster,  III,  born  June  11,  1916,  married  September  10, 
1943,  Caroline  Byrd.  Their  children: 

(i)  Anne  Holladay  Lancaster,  born  December  6,  1944. 

(ii)  Richard  Byrd  Lancaster,  born  April  7,  1948. 

(b)  George  Bonner  Lancaster,  born  October  4,  1918,  married  December  22,  1941, 
Mary  C.  Hart.  Their  children: 

(i)  George  Bonner  Lancaster,  Jr.,  born  July  13,  1946. 

(ii)  Kenneth  McCoy  Lancaster,  born  April  8,  1948. 

(iii)  John  Mark  Lancaster,  born  October  30,  1951. 

(c)  Morton  Holladay  Lancaster,  born  September  3,  1921,  married  July  14,  1951, 
Jean  Butler. 

(d)  Nell  Cosby  Lancaster,  born  May  13,  1925,  married  August  30,  1946,  James 
M.  Hart.  Their  children: 

(i)  Ellen  Cosby  Hart,  born  December  29,  1947. 

(ii)  James  Lancaster  Hart,  born  January  23,  1949. 

3.  Nathaniel  Morton  Lancaster,  born  in  1894,  died  in  1896. 
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4.  John  Littlepage  Lancaster,  born  October  8,  1897,  married  Annie  Moore  Spiers. 
They  have  no  issue. 

B.  Waller  Morton  Holladay,  M.  D.,  born  April  23,  1864,  died  December  21,  1913. 
He  married  July  6,  1906,  Genevieve  Bacon  Venable,  who  was  born  August  8,  1880.  Their 
children: 

1.  Genevieve  Venable  Holladay,  born  May  17,  1907. 

2.  Ann  Morton  Holladay,  born  October  31,  1908,  married  Anthony  M.  DeMuth, 
born  January  1,  1911.  Their  children: 

(i)  Ann  Morton  DeMuth,  born  June  22,  1943- 

(ii)  Anthony  M.  DeMuth,  Jr.,  born  May  16,  1946. 

3.  Emile  Crenshaw  Holladay,  born  August  6,  1910. 

4.  Natalie  Venable  Holladay,  born  October  4,  1911. 

II.  Martha  Henry  Morton,  who  was  born  October  7,  1834,  died  January  8,  1896,  and  was 
buried  on  the  old  Wilson  place  in  Cumberland  County,  Va.  She  married  May  4,  1859,  Egbert 
Womack,  who  was  born  October  22,  1817,  and  died  June  9,  1891.  Their  children: 

A.  Egbert  Morton  Womack  born  at  "Vineyard”,  near  Farmville,  Va.,  on  June  21,  1862, 
died  August  18,  1929.  He  married  in  December,  1902,  Harriet  Evelyn  Williams  of  Gal¬ 
veston,  Texas,  who  was  born  in  1876.  Their  children: 

1.  Egbert  Morton  Womack,  Jr.,  born  in  1903,  married  in  1930,  Kittie  Ruth  Patton. 
Their  child: 

(a)  Egbert  Morton  Womack,  III,  born  in  1931. 

2.  Lola  Maria  Womack,  who  was  born  in  1909,  married  in  1930,  James  Franklin 
Fairleigh,  Jr.  Their  children: 

(a)  James  Franklin  Fairleigh,  III,  born  in  1931,  married  in  1951,  Marion  Francis 
Greensides. 

(b)  Morton  Womack  Fairleigh,  born  in  1947. 

B.  Pauline  Venable  Womack,  born  June  7,  1863,  married  May  16,  1892,  James 
Newcomb  of  San  Antonio,  Texas.  He  died  about  1914  and  she  died  April  20,  1921.  Their 
children: 

1.  Mary  Newcomb,  died  young. 

2.  Morton  Newcomb,  born  April  8,  1896,  died  November  24,  1902. 

C.  James  Watson  Womack,  born  at  Vineyard,  January  21,  1866,  died  in  Suffolk,  Va., 
May  17,  1925.  He  married  (1)  April  3,  1889,  Lenora  W.  Wilson,  who  was  born  August 
22,  1867,  and  died  February  26,  1901,  and  (2)  Mattie  Jeffress  Wilson,  who  was  born 
March  24,  1863,  and  died  April  3,  1928.  Children  of  James  Watson  Womack  and  Lenora 
(Wilson)  Womack: 

1.  Frank  Wilson  Womack,  born  January  12,  1891,  died  October  29,  1947.  He 
married  in  1919,  May  Price,  who  was  born  October  4,  1890.  Their  children: 

(a)  Nora  Elizabeth  Womack,  born  June  13,  1921,  married  February  29,  1948, 
Stanley  Hines.  Their  children: 

(i)  Elizabeth  Lenora  Hines,  born  June  17,  1949. 

(ii)  Anna  Patricia  Hines,  born  June  25,  1951. 
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(b)  Frank  Wilson  Womack,  Jr.,  who  was  born  June  29,  1927,  married  June  14, 
1951,  Dorothy  Faye  Owens. 

2.  Egbert  Hudson  Womack,  born  August  29,  1896,  married  April  28,  1937,  Jane 
Burden  Wilson.  She  was  born  March  18,  1915,  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Their  child: 

(a)  Courtney  Burden  Womack,  born  March  7,  1941,  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

D.  Mary  Douglas  Womack,  who  was  born  January  17,  1872,  never  married. 

E.  Lewis  Womack,  died  young. 

III.  Joseph  Venable  Morton,  born  December  22,  1836,  died  August  20,  1838,  and  was 
buried  at  Poplar  Hill. 

IV.  Nathaniel  Scott  Morton,  born  February  18,  1839,  died  February  10,  1920  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  and  was  buried  in  the  Farmville,  Va.  Cemetery.  Unmarried. 

V.  Mary  Jane  Morton,  born  February  23,  1842,  died  December  25,  1921,  at  Ashland,  Va., 
and  was  buried  at  Hampden-Sydney,  Va.  She  never  married. 

VI.  William  Douglas  Morton,  M.  D.,  who  was  born  April  21,  1844,  died  May  26,  1892, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  Louisville,  Kentucky.  He  married  February  10,  1874, 
Jane  Lewis  Rogers  Davis,  who  was  born  January  1,  1854,  and  died  August  1,  1934.  Their 
children: 

A.  Douglas  Morton,  born  March  22,  1875,  died  July  22,  1875. 

B.  Edward  Davis  Morton,  born  September  5,  1876,  married,  November  18,  1915, 
Austine  Whitestone  Barton.  Their  children: 

1.  Henrietta  Barton  Morton,  born  November  29,  1916,  married,  December  21,  1940, 
James  M.  Read.  Their  children: 

(a)  Austine  Barton  Read,  born  November  10,  1942. 

(b)  James  M.  Read  III,  born  February  26,  1947. 

2.  Susanne  Speed  Morton,  born  February  20,  1919,  married  September  30,  1950, 
William  P.  Johnson.  Their  child: 

(a)  Susan  Speed  Johnson,  born  October  17,  1951. 

3.  Edward  Davis  Morton,  Jr.,  born  September  26,  1920. 

4.  Douglas  Peirce  Morton,  born  May  19,  1923,  married,  January  23,  1947,  Charles 
H.  Semple,  Jr.  Their  child: 

(a)  Charles  H.  Semple  III,  born  April  9,  1951. 

C.  David  Cummins  Morton,  born  January  17,  1878,  died  October  13,  1949.  He  mar¬ 
ried  (1)  January  25,  1906  Mary  Harris  Ballard,  and  (2)  September  11,  1930,  Mrs.  Elisabeth 
Booker  Williams.  Children  by  his  first  wife: 

1.  Thruston  Ballard  Morton,  born  August  19,  1907,  married  April  18,  1931,  Belle 
Clay  Lyons.  Their  children: 

(a)  Thruston  Ballard  Morton,  Jr.  born  April  6,  1932. 

(b)  Clay  Lyons  Morton,  born  March  17,  1936. 

2.  Jane  Morton,  born  November  15,  1908,  married  October  23,  1928,  George  Wash¬ 
ington  Norton.  Their  children: 
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(a)  Mary  Ballard  Norton,  born  June  12,  1930,  married  Woodford  Dulaney,  Sep¬ 
tember  16,  1950.  Their  child: 

»  (i)  Jane  Norton  Dulaney,  born  November  13,  1951. 

(b)  George  W.  Norton  IV,  born  July  11,  1933. 

3.  Rogers  Morton,  born  September  19,  1914,  married,  March  27,  1939,  Ann  Prather 
Jones.  Their  children: 

(a)  David  Cummins  Morton,  born  September  2,  1941. 

(b)  Ann  Jones  Morton,  born  August  24,  1943. 

D.  Outram  Speed  Morton,  born  June  13,  1880,  died  February  21,  1889- 

E.  Lewis  Douglas  Morton,  born  April  20,  1882,  married,  June  28,  1913,  Mary  Marple. 

No  issue. 

F.  Susan  Speed  Morton,  born  February  11,  1890,  died  September  4,  1913. 

VII.  Agnes  Woodson  Morton,  who  was  born  at  Buffaloe  on  July  24,  1846,  died  in  Fred¬ 
ericksburg,  Va.  on  March  23,  1902,  and  was  buried  there.  She  married,  May  15,  1872,  Rev. 
John  Boyle,  who  was  born  in  Spencer  County,  Kentucky,  March  1,  1845.  He  died  and  was  buried 
in  Estrella  do  Sul,  Brazil,  October  4,  1892.  Their  children: 

A.  Margaret  Esther  Boyle,  born  in  Campinas,  Brazil,  on  July  20,  1875,  married 

April  22,  1902,  Harry  L.  Baptist,  M.  D.,  who  was  born  in  Spotsylvania  County,  Va.,  on 

January  9,  1874.  Their  children: 

1.  Edward  Lewis  Baptist,  born  March  4,  1903,  died  June  4,  1903. 

2.  Agnes  Morton  Baptist,  born  October  23,  1904,  married,  December  30,  1930, 
Edwin  C.  Hamblen,  who  was  born  in  Greenville,  Mississippi,  August  3,  1900.  Their 
children: 

(a)  Agnes  Crowell  Hamblen,  born  Durham,  N.  C.,  August  23,  1932. 

(b)  Margaret  Lewis  Hamblen,  born  Durham,  N.  C.,  April  22,  1939. 

3.  Harry  Lewis  Baptist,  Jr.,  born  September  5,  1906,  married,  June  23,  1934,  Helen 
Janet  Marshall,  who  was  born  in  Charlottesville,  Va.,  December  3,  1907.  Their  children: 

(a)  Jane  Marshall  Baptist,  born  at  Ivy,  Va.,  August  29,  1936. 

(b)  Edward  Woodson  Baptist,  born  at  Ivy,  Va.,  August  2,  19 44. 

(c)  Harry  Lewis  Baptist,  III,  born  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  February  11,  1947. 

4.  Maud  Glanville  Baptist,  born  October  17,  1907,  married,  June  7,  1930,  Francis 
A.  Snidow,  who  was  born  at  Pembroke,  Va.,  in  September  1905.  Their  children: 

(a)  Martha  Snidow,  born  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  May  2,  1939. 

(b)  George  Snidow,  born  at  Camp  Polk,  La.,  July  28,  1944. 

5.  Woodson  Morton  Baptist,  born  February  5,  1909,  married,  May  24,  1937, 
Esther  E.  Ferris,  who  was  born  in  Lynchburg,  Va.,  May  6,  1917. 
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6.  Margaret  Esther  Baptist,  born  December  21,  1912,  married,  September  11,  1943, 
Walter  E.  Lears,  who  was  born  in  Newport  News,  Va.,  August  31,  1899.  Their  children: 

(a)  Robert  E.  Lee  Lears,  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  January  8,  1945. 

(b)  Holladay  Lewis  Lears,  born  in  Annapolis,  Md.,  July  26,  1947. 

7.  Sarah  Eggleston  Baptist,  who  was  born  October  30,  1916. 

B.  Mary  Venable  Boyle,  born  at  Campinas,  Brazil,  June  6,  1878,  died  at  Mogy  Mirim, 
Brazil,  March  24,  1880,  and  was  buried  there. 

C.  Woodson  Morton  Boyle,  born  at  Mogy  Mirim,  Brazil,  November  2,  1880,  died 
September  9,  1943,  at  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  and  was  buried  there.  He  married  May  19,  1917, 
Rose  Margaret  Settles,  who  was  born  in  Hannibal,  Missouri,  June  14,  1898.  Their  adopted 
son,  Frederick  Edward,  was  born  in  Butte,  Montana,  March  25,  1919. 

D.  Gaston  Boyle,  born  at  Mogy  Mirim,  Brazil,  October  31,  1882,  married  in  Campinas, 
Brazil,  on  August  10,  1909,  Sarah  Warfield  Smith,  who  was  born  at  Recife,  Brazil,  Novem¬ 
ber  18,  1887.  Their  children: 

1.  John  Boyle,  born  at  Bragansa,  Brazil,  May  2,  1910,  married  in  Lavras,  Brazil, 
on  February  19,  1942,  May  Shepard  Schlich,  who  was  born  at  Sheffield,  Alabama,  April  6, 
1909.  Their  children: 

(a)  Gaston  Boyle,  born  at  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  November  14,  1943. 

(b)  Sarah  Shepard  Boyle,  born  at  Sao  Paulo,  Brazil,  June  23,  1946. 

(c)  Mary  Esther  Boyle,  born  at  Campinas,  Brazil,  January  17,  1949. 

2.  Rockwell  Smith  Boyle,  born  at  Bragansa,  Brazil,  October  30,  1912,  married  in 
Durham,  N.  C.,  Mary  Venable  Cralle,  who  was  born  in  Farmville,  Va.,  December  1,  1911. 
Their  children: 

(a)  Rockwell  Smith  Boyle,  Jr.,  born  in  Farmville,  Va.,  July  4,  1938. 

(b)  William  Bird  Boyle,  born  in  Winston  Salem,  N.  C.,  April  3,  1943. 

3.  Gaston  Boyle  Jr.,  born  in  Bragansa,  Brazil,  October  28,  1917,  married  in  Steele’s 
Tavern,  Va.,  on  May  22,  1945,  Mary  Virginia  Stegall,  who  was  born  in  Luebo,  Belgian 
Congo,  March  24,  1922.  Their  children: 

(a)  Mary  Kathleen  Boyle,  born  in  Richmond,  Va.,  August  10,  1947. 

(b)  Judith  Anne  Boyle,  born  in  Richmond,  Va.,  December  7,  1948. 

4.  William  Porter  Boyle,  born  in  Ytu,  Brazil,  April  29,  1920,  married  in  Rock¬ 
bridge  County,  Va.,  June  20,  1944,  Ella  Banks  Weathers.  Their  children: 

(a)  William  Porter  Boyle,  Jr.,  born  in  Jefferson,  N.  C.,  November  14,  1946. 

(b)  John  Weathers  Boyle,  born  in  Jefferson,  N.  C.,  March  15,  1948. 

(c)  James  David  Boyle,  born  in  Kobe,  Japan,  October  20,  1951. 

5.  Lewis  Venable  Boyle,  born  in  Ytu,  Brazil,  December  31,  1923,  married  in  Steele’s 
Tavern,  Va.,  June  4,  1947,  Mary  Alice  Brand,  born  in  Charlottesville,  Va.,  January  14, 
1924.  Their  children: 
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(a)  Louis  Lawrence  Boyle,  born  Richmond,  Va.,  July  31,  1949. 

(b)  Stephen  Lee  Boyle,  born  Richmond,  Va.,  March  5,  1951. 

E.  Lewis  Holladay  Boyle,  born  at  Buffaloe,  March  6,  1886.  Unmarried. 

VIII.  George  Baxter  Morton,  who  was  born  February  16,  1849,  died  November  25,  1916, 
at  Falls  Church,  Va.,  and  was  buried  there.  On  October  1,  1874,  he  married  Emma  Woolridge 
Brown,  who  was  born  March  20,  1854,  and  died  November  16,  1934.  Their  children: 

A.  George  Baxter  Morton,  Jr.,  born  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  July  26,  1875,  married  (i) 
Dr.  Rosalie  Slaughter  of  Lynchburg,  Va.  in  1907,  and  (ii)  Olive  Montgomery  of  New  York 
in  1911,  and  died  at  Falls  Church,  Va.  in  September  1912.  No  issue. 

B.  Nelly  Morton,  born  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  25,  1880,  married  Henry  Irving 
Brock  of  Hampden-Sydney,  Va.  October  1,  1908.  Their  child: 

1.  Georgiana  Mary  Brock,  born  July  10,  1920,  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

C.  Woolridge  Brown  Morton,  born  at  Buffaloe  May  7,  1882,  married  October  14, 
1909,  Lucie  Cromelin  Taylor  of  Demopolis,  Ala.  Their  children: 

1.  Woolridge  Brown  Morton,  Jr.,  born  in  New  York  City,  November  11,  1914, 
married  June  10,  1935,  Louisa  Lay  of  Charlottesville,  Va.  Their  children: 

(a)  Louisa  Lay  Morton,  born  September  18,  1936. 

(b)  Woolridge  Brown  Morton,  III,  born  January  7,  1938. 

(c)  Marion  Hunter  Morton,  born  October  17,  1944. 

(d)  Lucie  Taylor  Morton,  born  December  28,  1950. 

2.  Edward  Taylor  Morton,  born  July  30,  1917  at  Larchmont,  N.  Y.,  married  April 
3,  1943,  Virginia  English  Read  of  Savannah,  Georgia.  No  children. 

3.  Lucie  Taylor  Morton,  born  March  17,  1922  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  married  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  1944,  Walpole  Davis  of  Charlottesville,  Va.  Their  children: 

(a)  Walpole  Davis,  Jr.,  born  September  19,  1948. 

(b)  Ann  Taylor  Davis,  born  September  19,  1949. 

D.  Craig  Venable  Morton,  born  at  Webster  Groves,  Mo.  March  16,  1891,  married  in 
1926  Amele  DeCell  of  Mississippi.  Their  adopted  daughter  Frances  married  in  1944  Fred¬ 
erick  Thompson  of  High  Point,  N.  C.  and  they  have  two  children;  Frederick  Thompson,  Jr. 
and  Craig  Venable  Thompson,  born  in  1948. 

IX.  Ellin  Joyce  Morton,  who  was  born  March  7,  1851,  died  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  March 
24,  1916,  and  was  buried  at  Falls  Church,  Va.  She  never  married. 
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Appendix  IV 


Ancestors  of 

ABRAHAM  MICHAUX  AND  SUZANNE  ROCHET 


I.  Abraham  Michaux,  born  1608,  died  1666/67;  of  Sedan,  France;  married  Marie  Godin, 
born  1610,  died  September  24,  1672.  A  son, 

II.  Jacob  Michaux,  born  January  22,  1644;  married  (2),  on  July  28,  1669,  Anne  Severin, 
born  January  26,  1649.  He  was  of  Sedan,  France.  A  son, 

III.  Abraham  Michaux,  born  1672  in  Sedan;  died  1717  in  Virginia;  married,  in  the  French 
Church,  Amsterdam,  Holland,  on  July  13,  1692,  Suzanne  Rochet,  baptized  April  13, 
1667,  died  ante  December  18,  1744,  in  Virginia. 

No  data  as  to  the  ancestry  of  Marie  Godin,  above. 

I.  Nicholas  Severin,  pastor  of  a  refugee  church  at  Ludweiler  near  Saarlouis  (Palatinate) 
married  Suzanne  Chariot.  Their  son, 

II.  Paul  Severin,  born  1615  at  Lulweiler,  merchant  at  Sedan;  married,  on  November  16, 
1636,  Elisabeth  de  Serignon,  daughter  of  Jean  de  Serignon,  "Bourgeois  de  Sedan”,  and 
his  wife  Anne  Martin  (They  owned  a  house  at  Sedan,  place  de  la  Halle).  A  daughter, 

III.  Anne  Severin,  born  January  26,  1649,  married  in  July  1669,  Jacob  Michaux. 

I.  Thomas  Rochet,  brewer,  died  ante  February  7,  1638,  married  Marguerite  Beauciel.  A  son, 

II.  Thiery  Rochet,  born  1615,  died  December  31,  1649;  married  on  February  7,  1638. 

Suzanne  Rondeau,  widow  of . Cheneau  (Their  house  was  at  Sedan,  place  de  la 

Halle,  now  called  "Maison  Perot  de  Mezieres”).  Thiery  Rochet  was  of  Sedan.  A  son, 

III.  Jean  Rochet,  of  Sedan;  married,  on  December  1,  1664,  Marie  Trufet,  widow  of  Antoine 
Poirie.  A  daughter, 

IV.  Suzanne  Rochet,  baptized  April  13,  1667  ("She  was  named  after  her  grandmother  and 
godmother,  Suzanne  Rondeau”);  married  Abraham  Michaux. 
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